
 
 

 
Colombian Caravana  

Registered in England & Wales as Colombia Caravana Ltd. 
8 Union Street, London, SE1 1SZ, United Kingdom 

Registered Company No. 07223671 
Registered Charity No. 1141255 

                                                                                                                        8 Union Street  

                                                                                                            London, SE1 1SZ  

             United Kingdom  

Iván Duque Márquez 
President of the Republic of Colombia  
Carrera 8 No. 7 – 26  
Palacio de Nariño  
Bogotá, Colombia  

26 July 2019 

 

Dear President Duque,  

Re. State response to the killing of local Ombudsman and human rights lawyer Paula Rocero on 20 May 

2019  

I write on behalf of the Colombian Caravana (hereinafter the ‘Caravana’), a UK registered charity that co-organises 

the International Caravana of Jurists. During biennial visits to Colombia since 2008, including during our most 

recent visit in September 2018, we have called upon the Colombian government to protect the ability of lawyers 

and human rights defenders to represent their clients, and to refrain from any interferences in their work, in order 

to comply with both Colombian and international law.  

It is with great regret that we write to you concerning the murder of local ombudsman of the municipality of 

Samaniego and human rights lawyer, Paula Andrea Rocero Ordóñez. She was murdered on 20 May 2019 whilst 

driving home in Samaniego, Nariño. Ms Rocero was shot seven times by motorcyclists and died shortly after being 

taken to hospital. Her death demonstrates the risks that Colombian human rights’ lawyers take in practising their 

profession. Ms Rocero was employed by the local government in Nariño and her work included anti-corruption and 

the defence of human rights. It is gravely concerning that she was killed despite the fact that she had been granted 

protection measures in 2016 due to the risk involved in the work she was undertaking.1 

We have been informed that the Procuraduría and the Defensoría have both made a joint public statement 

condemning Ms Rocero's assassination and have urged that the national government take urgent steps to 

safeguard the lives of human rights defenders and social leaders.2 We echo this call. 

During our visit in 2018 we spoke to lawyers and indigenous people who feared that they would be killed by armed 

militants.3 The number of killings of human rights defenders in Colombia has continued to rise. This has been 

particularly poignant in spite of the peace agreement signed in November 2016 officially marking the end of the 

decades’ long conflict with the FARC. During this transitional phase, it is crucial that human rights defenders are 

able to make themselves heard and play a role in shaping post-conflict Colombia through their vital work. It causes 

us great concern that from 1 January  2016 to 27 February 2018, according to the Colombian National 

Ombudsman, 282 human rights defenders and social leaders have been killed.4 Moreover, in the first four months 

of 2019, the UN has recorded at least 51 deaths of human rights defenders among them community leaders, 

                                                           
1 https://justiceforcolombia.org/news/human-rights-lawyer-paula-rocero-murdered-in-southern-colombia 
2 https://www.telesurenglish.net/news/Human-Rights-Defender-Paula-Rosero-Killed-in-Colombia-20190521-0015.html 
3 http://www.colombiancaravana.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Report_Colombian_Caravana_6th-Delegation.pdf  
4 http://defensoria.gov.co/es/nube/enlosmedios/7081/Colombia-en-dos-a%C3%B1os-282-l%C3%ADderes-sociales-y-defensores-de-
derechos-humanos-fueron-asesinados.htm 
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environmentalists, rural farmers, and indigenous people.5 We respectfully remind you that the UN Human Rights 

Office in Colombia has called upon the Colombian government to address the high level of impunity for these 

crimes in the country.6 

Furthermore, we draw your attention to Articles 16, 17 and 18 of the UN Basic Principles of the Role of Lawyers 

(1990).7 We also draw your attention to the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders (adopted by the UN 

General Assembly on 8 March 1999).8  

In light of these commitments and the concerns raised above, we respectfully urge you to ensure that a full, prompt, 
and impartial investigation into the killing of Paula Andrea Rocero Ordóñez under the auspices of the Attorney 
General is carried out in accordance with Principles 9-18 of the UN Principles on the Effective Prevention and 
Investigation of Extra-Legal, Arbitrary and Summary Executions,9 with the intention of bringing to justice those 
responsible for this crime, including the materials authors of the killing of Ms Rocero. We also request that the 
Colombia state establish additional measures to ensure the provision of adequate protection for lawyers and 
human rights defenders in Colombia, in accordance with their wishes and to enable them to carry out their work.  
 
We would like to remind you that the Caravana is not acting directly on behalf of the victims in this case. We write 
to add our voices to the international call for swift action to be taken to protect the lives and livelihoods of human 
rights defenders and to prevent, prosecute, and sanction attacks against them. We would be grateful to receive 
updates regarding the progress of the investigations into the killing of Ms Rocero, and respectfully ask that an 
initial response be sent to the Colombian Caravana within 28 days of this letter, i.e. by [23 August 2019].  
 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Charlotte Gill  
Chair, Colombian Caravana 

CC:  

Fabio Espitia Garzón, Attorney General of Colombia 
Carlos Alfonso Negret Mosquera, National Human Rights Ombudsman  
Pablo Elías González Monguí, Director of the National Protection Unit  
Misael Rodríguez, Director of Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law, Public Prosecutor’s Office  
Fernando Ibarra Ruíz, Advisor, Presidential Council on Human Rights  
Antonio José Ardila, Colombian Ambassador to the United Kingdom  
Peter Tibber, British Ambassador to Colombia  
Alberto Brunori, Representative in Colombia of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights  
Michel Forst, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of Human Rights Defenders  
Francisco José Eguiguren Praeli, OAS Rapporteur on the Rights of Human Rights Defenders 

                                                           
5 https://news.un.org/es/story/2019/05/1455752 
6 https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/05/1038281 
7 Which state that: “16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, 
hindrance, harassment or improper interference; and (c) shall not suffer, or be threatened with, prosecution or administrative, economic or 
other sanctions for any action taken in accordance with recognized professional duties, standards and ethics. 17. Where the security of lawyers 
is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities. 18. Lawyers shall not be 
identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of discharging their functions.”  
8 Which states that: “In this connection, everyone is entitled, individually and in association with others, to be protected effectively under national 
law in reacting against or opposing, through peaceful means, activities and acts, including those by omission, attributable to States that result 
in violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms, as well as acts of violence perpetrated by groups or individuals that affect the 
enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms.”   
9 Available at: https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/ProfessionalInterest/executions.pdf 
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