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Dear President Santos and Fiscal General Martínez Neira, 

Re. Further threats and harassment towards human rights lawyer Soraya Gutierrez Arguello 

I write on behalf of the Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group (hereafter ‘Colombian Caravana’), a UK 

registered charity that co-organises the International Caravana of Jurists. During biennial visits to 

Colombia since 2008, including during our most recent visit in August 2016, we have called upon the 

Colombian government to protect the ability of lawyers and human rights defenders to represent their 

clients, and to refrain from any interferences in their work, in order to comply with both Colombian and 

international law.  

The Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group is very concerned to have received information regarding 
a number of threats and incidents of stigmatisation against human rights lawyer Soraya Gutierrez 
Arguello, who is a spokesperson for the National Movement of Victims of State Crimes (Movimiento 
Nacional de Víctimas de Crímenes de Estado – MOVICE) and member of José Alvear Restrepo Lawyers 
Collective (Colectivo de Abogados José Alvear Restrepo – CAJAR).  
 
The Caravana have been informed that at a public hearing at the Constitutional Court on 6 July 2017 

regarding Law 01 of 2017, which incorporates the Integral System of Truth, Justice, Reparation and 

Non-Repetition into the Constitution, Mrs Soraya Gutiérrez publicly advocated for the differentiation 

between the crimes committed in the context of the armed conflict and those perpetrated against 

members of the civil society and political opponents. After her intervention, Mrs Gutiérrez was 

stigmatized by retired General Jaime Ruiz Barrera, representative of the Colombian Association of 

Retired Members of the Military (Asociación Colombiana de Oficiales en Retiro de las Fuerzas Militares – 

ACORE). He referred to CAJAR, victims’ organisations and human rights defenders as subjects playing a 

role in the armed conflict, belonging to the ‘radical extreme left’ and undertaking a "legal war" against 

the military. These statements were not challenged by the court. The Colombian Caravana understands 

that on the previous day, July 5, the Attorney General of the Nation also mentioned in his testimony the 

term "legal war" in the same courtroom. 

The Colombian Caravana has been informed that at the end of the hearing on 6 July there was a 

suspicious incident in the corridor of the court. An unknown female approached Mrs Soraya Gutiérrez 
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and, after introducing herself as a human rights defender, inquired about her protection measures, 

stating that she was concerned for Mrs Gutiérrez’s safety and alleging that a security incident had just 

occurred in the corridor of the court. Mrs Soraya Gutiérrez replied that she had protection. The 

unknown female then stated that the GAULA (Grupos de Accion Unificada por la Libertad Personal) was 

aware of the situation. Once the woman left, it was established that the information she had provided 

was untrue. 

On the same day at 7:45 pm, while Mrs  Soraya Gutiérrez  and her husband Mr John Jairo Gutiérrez were 

travelling to their home, Mr Jairo Gutiérrez received a call on his mobile phone and was asked: "Do you 

know Soraya Gutierrez? Please, Soraya Gutiérrez? Do you have Soraya Gutierrez's number?". The call 

then ended.  

On July 12, 2017, at 5:15 pm, Mr Jairo Gutiérrez's assistant called the number from where this call 

originated and there were unknown male voices who answered the phone with a female voice in the 

background. 

On 17 July 2017, Mr John Jairo Gutiérrez was in the town of Bolívar (Bogotá), when he found a doll 

placed on the car registered in Mrs Soraya Gutiérrez's name, after attending a public hearing on security 

and mobility.  

This occurrence reminded him of the persecution of Mrs Soraya Gutiérrez in 2005, when she received a 

package with a doll painted in red, with threats towards herself and her family. This was believed to 

have been sent by the then Administrative Security Department (Departamento Administrativo de 

Seguridad – DAS).  

 

The Caravana members are dismayed to note that despite past correspondence and the signing of the 

peace agreement at the end of November 2016, the level of risk faced by lawyers and other defenders of 

human rights has increased, and threats and harassment have intensified. This reflects the grave 

situation faced by human rights defenders throughout Colombia, as set out in our letter dated 14 

December 2016, which expressed the Colombian Caravana’s concern at the increase in killings and 

threats against human rights defenders.1 This letter is one example of several of our letters relating to 

concerns for the safety of members of MOVICE. Our letters dated 2 October and 18 November 2015 

relate to concerns for the safety of members of CAJAR.2 The 18 November letter refers inter alia to 

threats by a witness towards Mrs Soraya Gutiérrez on 6 February 2015. 

 

It is imperative that the safety of lawyers and other human rights defenders is ensured, in order to 

allow them to continue with their important work. In this context, we respectfully remind you of 

Colombia’s international obligations pursuant to Articles 16, 17, and 18 of the UN Basic Principles on 

the Role of Lawyers (1990)3, and to the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders (1998).4 

                                                           
1 Available at: http://www.colombiancaravana.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Wave-of-killings-HRDs-letter-FINAL-ENG.pdf 
2 Available at: http://www.colombiancaravana.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Yessika-Hoyos-02102015-Cajar-Eng-FINAL-.pdf and 
http://www.colombiancaravana.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/November-2015-threats-against-CCJ-Yira-Castro-CAJAR-and-many-HRDs-
English.pdf.   
3 Which state that: 

16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or 
improper interference; and (c) shall not suffer, or be threatened with, prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action 
taken in accordance with recognized professional duties, standards and ethics. 
17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities. 
18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of discharging their functions. 

http://www.colombiancaravana.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Wave-of-killings-HRDs-letter-FINAL-ENG.pdf
http://www.colombiancaravana.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Yessika-Hoyos-02102015-Cajar-Eng-FINAL-.pdf
http://www.colombiancaravana.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/November-2015-threats-against-CCJ-Yira-Castro-CAJAR-and-many-HRDs-English.pdf
http://www.colombiancaravana.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/November-2015-threats-against-CCJ-Yira-Castro-CAJAR-and-many-HRDs-English.pdf
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Therefore, the Colombian Caravana calls upon the Colombian authorities to: 

• conduct a full, prompt and impartial investigation into the alleged threats, harassment and 
stigmatisation towards Soraya Gutierrez Arguello with the intention of bringing to justice those 
responsible for any criminal acts against her;  

• ensure that all lawyers and human rights defenders are able to carry out their duties without 
fear of intimidation or harassment against themselves or their family members; 

• reject the doctrine of the 'internal enemy' and the notion of  'legal war’ 

While the Colombian Caravana is not acting directly on behalf or as a representative of the 

individuals in these cases, we write in support of Soraya Gutierrez Arguello in order to support her 

capacity to undertake legal work safely and free from harassment, as is necessary to building long-

lasting peace in Colombia.  

We would be grateful to receive updates regarding the progress of the matters raised in this letter, and 

respectfully ask that an initial response be sent to the Colombian Caravana within 28 days.  

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Charlotte Gill 
Co-Chair, Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group 
 

CC: 

 Carlos Alfonso Negret Mosquera, National Human Rights Ombudsman 
 Luz Vanegas, Coordinator of Relations with International Human Rights and IHL Organisations, 
 Fernando Ibarra Ruíz, Advisor, Presidential Council on Human Rights 
 Nestor Fernando Osorio Londoño, Colombian Ambassador to the United Kingdom 
 Peter Tibber, British Ambassador to Colombia 
 Todd Howland, Representative in Colombia of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 

for Human Rights 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                   
4 Which states in Article 12 that: 

1. Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to participate in peaceful activities against violations of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. 
2. The State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent authorities of everyone, individually and in association 
with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a 
consequence of his or her legitimate exercise of the rights referred to in the present Declaration. 
3. In this connection, everyone is entitled, individually and in association with others, to be protected effectively under national law in reacting 
against or opposing, through peaceful means, activities and acts, including those by omission, attributable to States that result in violations of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms, as well as acts of violence perpetrated by groups or individuals that affect the enjoyment of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms. 


