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Dear President Santos,  

Re: Murder of human rights defender and community leader Emilsen Manyoma Mosquera and 

her partner Joe Javier Rodallega in Valle del Cauca  

I write on behalf of the Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group (hereafter ‘Colombian Caravana’), a UK 

registered charity that co-organises the International Caravana of Jurists. During bi-annual visits to 

Colombia since 2008, including during our most recent visit in August 2016, we have called upon the 

Colombian government to protect the ability of lawyers and human rights defenders to represent their 

clients, and to refrain from any interferences in their work, in order to comply with both Colombian and 

international law.  

Colombian Caravana members are alarmed to hear about the murder of human rights defender and 

community leader Emilsen Manyoma Mosquera and her partner Joe Javier Rodallega in Valle del Cauca.  

According to reports, at around 8.30 – 9.00pm on 14 January, they were made to get into a vehicle in 

Vila Linda, Buenaventura.  

We understand that they were not seen again until 17 January 2017, when their bodies were found in 

the El Progresso district of Buenaventura in an advanced state of decomposition with various injuries, 

including knife and gunshot wounds. We understand that the official causes of death were recorded as 

throat slitting, with the report indicating that Joe was found with his hands tied. It has also been 

reported that Joe had been threatened in the previous days by a truck circling his and Emilsen’s home 

to intimidate them.  

31-year-old Emilsen was an Afro-Colombian community leader who worked to support local 

peacebuilding and support the documentation of assassinations and disappearances for the Truth 

Commission.  She was active with the network CONPAZ which brings together community and victims’ 

organisations. She and Joe had spoken out against paramilitary control and drug trafficking in the 

surrounding area and police failings to tackle such criminal activity, and was involved in setting up 

various initiatives including the humanitarian space in Punta Icaco.  

On 14 December 2016, we wrote to you expressing our grave concern about the apparent increase in 

killings of and attacks against human rights defenders and social leaders, as reported by the UN, 

Colombian NGOs, and the press. This incident should be situated against the background of this 
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increase, which saw 85 killings of social leaders and human rights defenders in 2016.1 These included 

three assassinations of relatives of Marino Córdoba, a human rights defender and founder of AFRODES 

(National Association of Internally-Displaced Afro-Colombians).  

It must also be considered against the backdrop of increasing threats in the region, including the 

reported displacement of five families from the nearby Piedras Catan following a confrontation with 

neo-paramilitaries on 2 January. The Colombian Caravana has previously raised concerns about 

violence in the department of Valle del Cauca, including in our letter of 21 December 20162 regarding 

impunity in a case relating to a murder and grave crimes of sexual violence that could amount to 

torture, allegedly committed by members of the military against seven female farmers, and in our letter 

of 19 May 20163 regarding multiple threats against human rights defenders in the region and an 

increase in paramilitary control.  

It is imperative that the safety of lawyers and other human rights defenders is ensured, in order to 
allow them to continue with their important work. In this context, we respectfully remind you of 
Colombia’s international obligations pursuant to Article 4 of the American Convention on Human Rights 
(right to life).  
 
Furthermore, we would draw your attention to Articles 16, 17 and of the UN Basic Principles on the 

Role of Lawyers (1990)4, and the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, Document 

A/RES/53/144 (adopted by the UN General Assembly on 8 March 1999).5 

 
In the circumstances, the Colombian Caravana calls upon you to:  
 

● Make a prompt public statement condemning the killing of Emilsen Manyoma Mosquera and her 
partner Joe Javier Rodallega, emphasising the unacceptable nature of violence and intimidation 
against social leaders and human rights defenders;  

● Direct a thorough and impartial investigation into the incident with the intention of bringing to 
justice those responsible for the killings; and  

                                                           
1
 See                                      -                             -            -Defensores-Colombia-Diciembre-2016.pdf 

2
                                      -                             -  -            -de-la-Caravana-Valle-del-Cauca.pdf 

3
 See http://www.colombiancaravana.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Amenzas-en-el-Valle-del-Cauca-Spanish.pdf 

4
 Which state that: 

● 16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, 
harassment or improper interference; and (c) shall not suffer, or be threatened with, prosecution or administrative, economic or other 
sanctions for any action taken in accordance with recognized professional duties, standards and ethics. 

● 17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the 
authorities. 

● 18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of discharging their functions. 
5
 Which states at Article 12 that: 

1. Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to participate in peaceful activities against violations of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms. 
2. The State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent authorities of everyone, individually and in 
association with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse discrimination, pressure or any other 
arbitrary action as a consequence of his or her legitimate exercise of the rights referred to in the present Declaration. 
3. In this connection, everyone is entitled, individually and in association with others, to be protected effectively under national law in 
reacting against or opposing, through peaceful means, activities and acts, including those by omission, attributable to States that result in 
violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms, as well as acts of violence perpetrated by groups or individuals that affect the 
enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
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● Ensure that all human rights defenders are able to carry out their duties without fear of 
intimidation or harassment, including of their family members, that all threats against 
defenders are promptly and thoroughly investigated and that protection measures are granted 
to them, in accordance with their needs and wishes.  

 
We would like to remind you that the Colombian Caravana is not acting directly on behalf of the victims 
in these cases. We write to add our voices to the international call for swift action to be taken to protect 
the lives and livelihoods of human rights defenders and to prevent and punish attacks against them. We 
would be grateful to receive updates regarding the progress of the investigation into this incident, and 
respectfully ask that an initial response be sent to the Colombian Caravana within 28 days of this letter.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 
Charlotte Gill 
Chair, Colombian Caravana UK  
 
CC:    

● Germán Vargas Lleras, Vice President of Colombia  
● Jorge Eduardo Londoño Ulloa, Minister of Justice 
● Néstor Humberto Martínez Neira, Public Prosecutor 
● Carlos Alfonso Negret Mosquera, National Human Rights Ombudsman  
● Misael Rodríguez, Director of Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law, Public 

Prosecutor’s Office 
● Luz Vanegas, Coordinator of Relations with International Human Rights and IHL Organisations, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
● Fernando Ibarra Ruíz, Advisor, Presidential Council on Human Rights 
● Nestor Fernando Osorio Londoño, Colombian Ambassador, London 
● Peter Tibber, British Ambassador in Colombia  
● Todd Howland, Representative in Colombia of the Office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Human Rights  
● Monica Pinto, United National Special Rapporteur on the Independence of Judges and Lawyers 
● Michael Forst, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of Human Rights Defenders 
● José de Jesús Orozco Henríquez, Special Rapporteur on the situation of Human Rights Defenders 

at the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights. 


