
Please support Early Day Motion on Colombian human rights defenders 

Dear [MP's name] MP,

As one of your constituents, I am writing to ask you to sign EARLY DAY MOTION 836: 2016 REPORT OF THE FIFTH INTERNATIONAL CARAVANA OF JURISTS TO COLOMBIA 
I am supporting this Early Day Motion because I am deeply concerned about the high level of attacks on lawyers and other human rights defenders in Colombia, as well as the communities they represent. This is a crucial moment to support the work of human rights defenders in Colombia, in light of the recent signing of the Peace Agreements between the Colombian government and the FARC-EP.
I believe that it is important for the British Government to monitor this situation, in light of its bilateral trade agreement with Colombia and commitment to human rights in the UK and abroad. I do hope that we can gather all-party support to monitor the situation. As my representative to parliament, I urge you to add your signature to this Early Day Motion, to show that the UK is concerned about human rights in countries which it trades with. 
For your convenience, the text of the Early Day Motion is reproduced below this letter.  Further information on human rights lawyers in Colombia can be found at: 
www.colombiancaravana.org.uk 

Thank you for your support,

Yours sincerely

[Your name & details of your town/constituency] 
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ANNEX
EARLY DAY MOTION 836: 2016 REPORT OF THE FIFTH INTERNATIONAL CARAVANA OF JURISTS TO COLOMBIA (https://www.parliament.uk/edm/2016-17/836)
That this House notes with dismay the report from the respected non-governmental organisation Somos Defensores that, during the first six months of 2016, no less than 35 human rights defenders have been murdered in Colombia; welcomes and supports the work done by and the findings of the 2016 Fifth International Report of the International Caravana of Jurists, The Search For Peace with Justice and Human Rights in Colombia; and fully supports the Caravana's call for the protection of lawyers, judges and human rights defenders in Colombia, and the recommendations that the Colombian government implements a Truth Commission alongside the ongoing peace process, review and considers reforms to address flaws in law 1448 regarding land restitution and transitional justice, provide guarantees of non-recurrence and urgently dismantle paramilitary organisations, review the military doctrine that there exists an internal enemy, carry out an urgent review of all prisons in Colombia to ensure that they comply with resolution 1/08 of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and take all necessary steps to identify and tackle socio-economic inequality, particularly in the Pacific coastal region but also nationwide.

