
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                    Colombia Caravana                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                    59-60 Russell Square  
                                                                                                                    London WC1B 4HR 
                                                                                                                    United Kingdom                                                                                                                                            

Juan Manuel Santos Calderόn                                                               
President of the Republic of Colombia 
Carrera 8 No. 7 – 26 
Palacio de Nariño 
Bogotá 
Colombia 
                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                2 October 2015      
                                                                                                                       
President Santos, 
  
Repeated intimidation  towards Ms Hoyos and the Jose Alvear Restrepo” Lawyers’ Collective 
(Cajar). 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of the UK members of the International Caravana of Jurists. During visits to 
Colombia in 2008, 2010, 2012, and 2014 we called upon the Colombian government to protect lawyers’ 
ability to represent their clients and to refrain from any interference in their work in order to comply with 
Colombian legislation, and International Law.1 
 
I am writing to express our concern for the safety of our colleague Ms. Yessika Hoyos, Colombian human 
rights lawyer and member of the “Jose Alvear Restrepo” Lawyers’ Collective (Cajar). 
 
On 10th September this year, outside Ms. Hoyos’s residence, a woman and two men, travelling in a grey Sedan 
vehicle, approached the person who cares for Ms Hoyos’s baby, asking about the sale of a house by Ms 
Hoyos, when she would arrive home and who was looking after her child. It is understood that Ms Hoyos is 
not selling a house, and there are concerns that the questions regarding the whereabouts of her and her child 
may have been for surveillance purposes.  
 
Furthermore, on the night of 17th September this year, in Suba, Bogota, when Ms Hoyos’s assistant arrived 
home, men in a Ford pick-up truck with blacked-out windows approached him in an intimidating manner and 
told him to “look after himself”.  
 
The Caravana is aware that these incidents follow numerous previous cases of threats, harassment, 
stigmatisation and illegal surveillance against members of Cajar.  On 6th February 2015, Mrs Soraya Gutierez, 
Cajar lawyer, was threatened by a witness during their oral declaration in the trial of assassinated trade 
unionist Jorge Darío Hoyos Franco, Ms Hoyos’s father. In this case, charges are brought against active 
Colombian Army intelligence official Freddy Francisco Espitia Espinosa, of the “Cahrry Solano” Battalion. 
Both Mrs. Gutierrez and Ms Hoyos were subject to harassment inside the Paloquemao court building 
following the hearing.  
 

                                                           
 
 
1
 Law 1426 of December 29 2010. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

On 12th February 2015, in Villavicencio, Meta, Mr. Luis Guillermo Pérez Casas, President of Cajar, is reported 
to have been subject to surveillance by three unidentified men whilst carrying out a meeting in a public space, 
with family members of victims of the Mapiripan Masacre. On 17th February 2015, in Neiva, Mr Reinaldo 
Villalba, Cajar lawyer, was reported to have been subject to illegal surveillance by two unknown men whilst 
holding a meeting with victims in a case considered to be an extrajudicial execution.   On the same day, in 
Villavicencio, Meta, Cajar lawyer Carolina Daza Rincón, was located at her regular place of accommodation 
by an unknown woman.  
 
The Caravana is also aware that the harassment suffered by Ms Hoyos, follows recent advances in her work 
towards justice as a human rights lawyer and victim. Indeed, on Tuesday 8th September, a further public 
hearing took place in the legal process against army intelligence official Freddy Francisco Espitia Espinosa, 
accused of conspiracy to commit a crime, in relation to the assassination of Mr. Jorge Dario Hoyos. Several 
other agents of the National Police and Army in addition to paramilitaries, are also implicated in these 
proceedings.  
 
In addition, Ms Hoyos, was selected by the United Nations and the National University to participate in the 
second delegation of victims who travelled to Havana, Cuba, on 9th September 2014, to give testimony before 
representatives of the parties to the Colombian Government - FARC-EP peace process. Numerous 
participants, including Ms Hoyos, received death threats after participating.  
 
The Caravana has raised concerns for the safety of Cajar members on numerous previous occasions, and we 
continue to be very concerned for their well being, and in particular for that of Ms. Hoyos, in consideration 
of the above events.    
 
The Caravana understands that Ms Hoyos is the beneficiary of protective measures by the Inter-American 
Commission, which oblige the Colombian state to ensure her safety, and we also note Articles 16(a) and 17 of 
the UN Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers (1990) which provide:  
 
16. (a) Governments shall ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of their professional functions 
without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; 
 
17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be 
adequately safeguarded by the authorities. 
 
We therefore respectfully ask that:  
 

1. The protection measures requested by Ms Hoyos are implemented for both her and her family.  
2. A prompt, full and thorough investigation is carried out which identifies those responsible for the 

harassment outlined above, and leads to their sanction.  
3. The request by Cajar for an urgent meeting with you, as President, in order to give complete 

information on the acts of persecution they have suffered, including as a result of actions by 
members of the Colombian police force and military, is  organised as a matter of urgency, particularly 
in light of the fundamental legal work carried out by Cajar members.   
 

The Colombian Caravana will continue to monitor the situation with respect to Ms. Yessika Hoyos and other 
members of the Jose Alvear Restrepo” Lawyers’ Collective (Cajar). I look forward to  hearing from you 
within 28 days regarding the steps being taken in response to the above requests and to progress in this 
regard.  
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Yours sincerely,   
 
 
 
Professor Sara Chandler 
Chair, Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group  
   
CC: 
German Vargas Lleras, Vice-President of Colombia 
Doctor Luis Carlos Villegas Echeverri, Minister of Defence 
Diego Fernando Mora Arango, Director of National Protection Unit in the Ministry of the Interior 
Eduardo Montealegre Lynett, Attorney General of Colombia   
General Rodolfo Palomino López, Director General, National Police 
Jorge Armando Otálora,  National Ombudsperson 
Nestor Fernando Osorio Londoño, Colombian Ambassador in the UK 
Gabriela Carina Knaul de Albuquerque e Silva, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the independence of 
lawyers and judges 
Michel Forst, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders 

 Mr. Todd Howland, Representative in Colombia of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights,   
 United  Nations  
Mr. Peter Tibber, British Ambassador in Colombia 

 
“Jose ALvear Restrepo” Lawyers Collective  
Colombian Association of Human Rights Lawyers (ACADEHUM) 
American Bar Association (ABA) 
Asociación Libre de Abogados (Comité defensa por la Defensa), Spain 
Law Society of England and Wales, UK 
Lawyers for Lawyers, Netherlands 
Lawyers without Borders, Canada 
Lawyers Rights Watch, Canada 
Union Internationale des Avocats, Belgium 
 
 
 


