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8 October 2015 

Dear President Santos,  

Threats and harassment against the Lawyer Francisco Ramirez Cuellar  

We write further to our letter of April 4th, 2015 (enclosed for your reference) in which the Colombian 

Caravana expressed its concern for the safety and security of Colombian lawyer Francisco Ramirez 

Cuellar (“Mr Ramirez”). We regret that no response to this letter was received from you.   

We understand that on several occasions in the past, Mr Ramirez received death threats and was 

the target of assassination attempts. As was communicated in our previous letter of the 

aforementioned date, Mr Ramirez is more recently working jointly with lawyers in the United 

Kingdom, and, as a result of his commitment, he was followed and intimidated by unknown 

individuals in March 2015. 

These episodes seriously hinder the capacity of Mr Ramirez to carry out his daily work and to 

exercise his rights as a legal professional. Moreover, although the Fiscalía has investigated the 

instances of threats experienced by Mr Ramirez, the results have been minimal. 

During visits to Colombia in 2008, 2010, 2012, and 2014 the Colombian Caravana called upon the 

native government to protect lawyers’ ability to represent their clients and to refrain from any 

interference in their work in order to comply with Colombian legislation, and International Law.1 

The continued security breaches endured by Ramirez are unacceptable and must be rectified in 

order to ensure the safety of all lawyers and human rights defenders so that they can continue with 

their important work. In this context, we once again, respectfully remind you of Articles 16(a) and 

(c), 17 and 18 of the UN Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers (1990).2 

                                                             
1 Law 1426 of December 29 2010. 
2 Which state that: 
16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, 
hindrance, harassment or improper interference; … and (c) shall not suffer, or be threatened with, prosecution or 
administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action taken in accordance with recognized professional duties, 
standards and ethics.  
17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a  result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately 
safeguarded by the authorities. 



 

  
 

We also draw your attention to   the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders (adopted by the 

UN General Assembly on 8 March 1999).3 

As was requested in our letter of April 4th, 2015, the Colombian Caravana once more calls upon you 

to: 

 make a prompt public statement condemning the latest threats against Mr Ramirez; 

 ensure a full, prompt and impartial investigation into the threats against Mr Ramirez and the 

lack of protection afforded to him, the findings of which should be made public, with the 

intention of bringing to justice those responsible for these crimes; 

 provide adequate protection to Mr Ramirez and other lawyers and human rights defenders 

at risk, in accordance with their wishes;  

 ensure that all lawyers and human rights defenders are able to carry out their duties without 

fear of intimidation or harassment; 

We will continue to monitor the case of Mr Ramirez and in particular, we would like to be informed 

of the action you are taking to ensure that Francisco Ramirez receives the necessary protective 

measures.  

We are hopeful for a response from you to our previous and current letters, within 28 days of receipt 

of this letter, failure of which may result in the Colombian Caravana reserving its right to publish the 

non-response by the Colombian government on our website.  

Yours sincerely,   

 

 

Professor Sara Chandler 
Chair, Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group    
 

Enc. 

 

                                                             
18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of discharging their functions. 
3 Which states at Article 12 that:  
1. Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to participate in peaceful activities against 
violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
2. The State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent authorities of everyone, 
individually and in association with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse 
discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or her legitimate exercise of the rights 
referred to in the present Declaration. 
3. In this connection, everyone is entitled, individually and in association with others, to be protected effectively under 
national law in reacting against or opposing, through peaceful means, activities and acts, including those by omission, 
attributable to States that result in violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms, as well as acts  of violence 
perpetrated by groups or individuals that affect the enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 



 

  
CC: 

- German Vargas Lleras, Vice-President of Colombia  

- Doctor Luis Carlos Villegas Echeverri, Ministry of Defence   

- Diego Fernando Mora Arango: Director of National Unity Protection of Minister of Interior 

- Eduardo Montealegre Lynett, Public Prosecutor  

- Nestor Fernando Osorio Londoño, Colombian Ambassador, London 

- Gabriela Carina Knaul de Albuquerque e Silva, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the 

Independence of Judges and Lawyers 

- Michel Forst, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders 

- Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 

- Mr Todd Howland, Representative in Colombia of the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Human Rights 

- Mr Peter Tibber, British Ambassador, Colombia  

- Colombian Association of Human Rights Lawyers (ACADEHUM)  

- Lawyers for Lawyers, Netherlands 

- Lawyers Without Borders, Canada 

- Union Internationale des Avocats, Belgium 

- American Bar Association (ABA) 

- Sarah Smith, Law Society of England and Wales 

 

 


