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Juan Manuel Santos Calderόn 
President of the Republic of Colombia 
Carrera 8 No. 7 – 26 
Palacio de Nariño 
Bogotá 
Colombia  
                                               

                                                                                                                                             15 July 2015 
President Santos, 
  
Arrest of lawyer Paola Andrea Salgado Piedrahita and stigmatisation of her lawyer  
 
I am writing to you on behalf of the UK members of the International Caravana of Jurists. 
During visits to Colombia in 2008, 2010, 2012, and 2014 we called upon the Colombian 
government to protect lawyers’ ability to represent their clients and to refrain from any 
interference in their work in order to comply with Colombian legislation, and International 
Law.1 
 
The Colombian Caravana members are deeply concerned by the circumstances surrounding the 
arrest of the Lawyer Paola Andrea Salgado Peidrahita. 
 
On 2 July 2015 there were two small explosions in Bogota that left several people injured.  The 
authorities attributed these attacks to the National Liberation Army (Ejercito de Liberacion 
Nacional, ELN).  On 8 July Paola Salgado and fourteen others persons were arrested by the 
police and officials from the Public Prosecutor’s Office.  These people, most of whom are 
human rights activists in the social movement and the People’s Congress (Congreso de los 
Pueblos), as far as we know have yet to be formally charged. However, since their arrest, these 
people have been portrayed to the public by the police, the Public Prosecutor’s Office and the 
media as being those responsible for the explosions in Bogota.   
    
Paola Salgado is well-respected for her legal work for women’s rights and her participation in 
democratic spaces such as the Working Group for Women’s Life and Health (Mesa por la Vida y 
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 Law 1426 of December 29 2010. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

la Salud de las Mujeres), the National Women’s Network (Red Nacional de Mujeres) and the 
Women’s Confluence of the People’s Congress (Confluencia de Mujeres del Congreso de los 
Pueblos).  She is a lawyer at La Universidad Nacional and at the time of her arrest was working 
at a hospital in Suba where she helped to coordinate sexual and reproductive health services.   
 
On Tuesday 14 July Police Chief, General Rodolfo Palomino stigmatised the work of  lawyers when 
interviewed on the radio. He stated that the fact that the detained persons had human rights lawyers 
working with them “confirms just who we have arrested” (corrobora a quien hemos capturado)2. The 
Committee for Solidarity with Political Prisoners (Comité de Solidaridad con los Presos Políticos - CSPP) 
has expressed concern for the safety of human rights lawyer Gloria Silva, who is working on Paola 
Salgado’s case, in light of this statement.  

 
We understand that the correct legal procedures were not completed before the arrest was 
made and that there are fears that this could become a public trial. The nature of the 
investigation has not been made clear and may relate to earlier attacks in Bogota rather than 
the one on 2 July.  We are concerned that a ‘public trial’ such as this places pressure on judges 
and public prosecutors that could compromise their judicial independence. 
 
The Colombian authorities have a legal duty to undertake their investigations through an 
independent and impartial process which confirms to international law and standards.  In 
addition, as part of due process, all detained persons have the right to a lawyer. 
 
Respect for due process must be guaranteed so that lawyers and human rights defenders are 
not prevented by the State from continuing their important work.  In this context, I once again, 
respectfully remind you of Articles 16(a) and (c), 17 and 18 of the UN Basic Principles on the 
Role of Lawyers (1990).3 
 
We also draw your attention to the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders (adopted by 
the UN General Assembly on 8 March 1999).4 

                                                 
 
 
2
 Interview available at: http://www.lafm.com.co/bogot%C3%A1-y-cundinamarca/noticias/capturados-atentados-en-

bogot 
3
 Which state that: 

16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional functions without 

intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; … and (c) shall not suffer, or be threatened with, 

prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action taken in accordance with recognized 

professional duties, standards and ethics.  

17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a  result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately 

safeguarded by the authorities. 

18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of discharging their 

functions. 
4
 Which states at Article 12 that:  

http://www.lafm.com.co/bogot%C3%A1-y-cundinamarca/noticias/capturados-atentados-en-bogot
http://www.lafm.com.co/bogot%C3%A1-y-cundinamarca/noticias/capturados-atentados-en-bogot


 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Therefore the Colombian Caravana calls upon you to: 
 

 Carry out a full, thorough and impartial investigation into the events of 2 July and into 

any other events for which those have been arrested on 8 July;  

 If charges are brought, to ensure a fair trial in accordance with international standards 

for all those accused of being involved in causing the explosions in Bogota  

 To ensure that Dr Gloria Silva and the other lawyers of those arrested are able to carry 

out their duties without fear of intimidation or harassment 

 To ensure that all  lawyers and human rights defenders are able to carry out their duties 

without fear of arrest, intimidation or harassment; 

 To take steps to ensure that State officials, in particular high-ranking ones, do not hinder due 

process, the independence of the judiciary  and a fair trial  by making accusatory public 

statements; 

We will continue to monitor the above case and we look forward to hearing from you regarding the 
steps that you are taking to ensure respect for due process in these cases and in future cases.   

  
Yours sincerely,   
 
 
Professor Sara Chandler 
Chair, Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group    

 
CC: 
German Vargas Lleras, Vice-President of Colombia 
Doctor Luis Carlos Villegas Echeverri, Ministro de Defensa 
Diego Fernando Mora, Director of National Protection Unit in the Ministry of the Interior 
Eduardo Montealegre Lynett, Public Prosecutor  
General Rodolfo Palomino López, Director General Policia Nacionál 
Jorge Armando Otálora,  Defensor del Pueblo 
Nestor Fernando Osorio Londoño, Colombian Ambassador, London 

                                                                                                                                                             
 
 
1. Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to participate in peaceful activities against 

violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

2. The State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent authorities of everyone, 

individually and in association with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse 

discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or her legitimate exercise of the 

rights referred to in the present Declaration. 

3. In this connection, everyone is entitled, individually and in association with others, to be protected effectively 

under national law in reacting against or opposing, through peaceful means, activities and acts, including those 

by omission, attributable to States that result in violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms, as well as 

acts  of violence perpetrated by groups or individuals that affect the enjoyment of human rights and 

fundamental freedoms. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Gabriela Carina Knaul de Albuquerque e Silva, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the 
independence of lawyers and judges 
Michel Forst, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders 
 
Colombian Association of Human Rights Lawyers (ACADEHUM) 
American Bar Association (ABA) 
Asociación Libre de Abogados (Comité defensa por la Defensa), Spain 
Law Society of England and Wales, UK 
Lawyers for Lawyers, Netherlands 
Lawyers without Borders, Canada 
Lawyers Rights Watch, Canada 
Union Internationale des Avocats, Belgium 
 
 


