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Dear President Santos  

 

Withdrawal of security measures for human rights defender Ms Martha Giraldo (“Ms Giraldo”) 

 

I am writing to you on behalf of the UK members of the International Caravana of Jurists (“the 

Colombian Caravana”). During our visits to Colombia, most recently in 2014, we called upon the 

Colombian Government to protect lawyers’ and human rights defenders’ ability to represent their 

clients and refrain from any interference in their work in order to comply with Colombian 

legislation,1 and international law.  

 

The Colombia Caravana is deeply concerned upon hearing of the recent withdrawal of Ms Giraldo’s 

security measures in the Colombian city of Calí where Ms Giraldo is resident.  

  

A staunch defender of human rights, Ms Giraldo is extremely active as a human rights defender and 

co-ordinator of the MOVICE-Valle de Cauca branch. 

 

On the 12th of February 2015 at approximately 4:00 p.m. (Colombian time),  Ms Giraldo received a 

call from Mr. Andrés Wagner (“Mr Wagner”), a functionary of the National Protection Unit (NPU), 

who requested an urgent and private meeting with Ms Giraldo in order to create a detailed 

                                                           
1
 Law 1426 of December 29, 2010  



 

  
inspection of her security scheme.  Owing to the emergency expressed by the functionary, Ms 

Giraldo agreed that they meet in the mechanic workshop in which her assigned security vehicle was 

being maintained since Tuesday the 10th of February.  

 

When she arrived at the agreed site, the NPU functionary asked her for her fuel card in order to note 

down some information and he proceeded to filling in of some forms by freehand. After completing 

the act of removing Ms Giraldo’s security scheme, he handed her a validation report of risk 

assessment, a document dated the 21st of January 2015. The functionary then informed Ms Giraldo 

that her security scheme had been removed because in the “Evaluation of Risk and Recommended 

Security Measures Committee”(“CERREM”) session of 27th of November 2014, she had been 

classified with a normal level of risk. He then proceeded to inform her that she should sign the 

necessary documentation to this effect. Ms Giraldo refused to do so, on the grounds that this 

decision had been made without consultation and that it would put the lives of herself and her 

family at risk, but Mr Wagner declared that the security scheme was terminated. 

 

Organisations for the defence of human rights in the Cauca Valley demand that the reasons for the 

withdrawal of Ms Giraldo’s protection measures be listed by the authorities responsible who seem 

to be ignoring the recommendations of the Fiscal 164 from the local Fiscalia unit, especially given 

that Ms Giraldo faces a level of high risk on a daily basis.  

 

We understand that Ms Montilla has been threatened in the recent past and on multiple occasions.  

The latest threats include the following: 

 

 On the 5th of October 2014 at 7:10pm, a text message was received by the phones of 

WALTER AGREDO MUÑOZ and JOSE MILCIADES SANCHEZ, in which various people who 

belong to social and human rights organisations are threatened. The text came from 

telephone number 321 641 8120 and reads as follows: “Colombia free of Guerilla, 24 hours 

to leave Cali, death to Martha Movice, Walter presos políticos, Milena CPDH, Milciades 

Univalle, Machete Cut, Urabeño Urban Commandos”. 

 

 

 

 At 7:39pm on the 30th of January 2014, a text message was sent to the phone of MARTHA 

GIRALDO, number 320 715 2160, where threats were made against social organisations, 



 

  
trade unions and human rights organisations. This threat was received from telephone 

number 3205647563. The message stated the following: “Death to guerillas in disguise, 

marta jiraldo…” 

 

 On the 15th of September 2013, at 5:00pm a leaflet was thrown under the door of 

NOMADESC. The leaflet read as follows: “ ‘GRASSES’ [derogatory term] AND THE OTHER  

CRIMINALS AND INTERMEDIARIES WILL BE PUNISHED FOR GIVING REFUGE IN THESE 

SHELTERS THEY USE AS A FRONT, SOON YOU´LL SEE THE DEATH OF ALFAMIR FOR BEING A 

‘GRASS’ , OLGAARAUJO BERENICE CELEITA MARTHA GIRALDO AND ANYONE ELSE WHO IS 

INVOLVED WITH THE GRASES.”. 

 

 On the 10th of April 2013, at 7:01 pm, a threatening message was sent from mobile phone 

number 321 7545 7753 to the personal mobile phones of MARTHA GIRALDO co-ordinator of 

MOVICE in the Cauca Valley and LUZ MARINA PALACIOS from the ECATE organisation. In the 

text, threats were made against members of social organisations, unions, and human rights 

groups. “You will die in uniform or as a civilian, death to marina palacios, Walter agredo 

milciades sanchez, martha jiraldo… Urban comandos Rastrojos”. 

 

As previously noted, we are concerned that these acts of intimidation are being brought against Ms 

Giraldo and other human rights defenders in order to deter them from continuing with their work 

and to disrupt progress of cases they are currently engaged on.  

 

It is unacceptable that Ms Giraldo’s protective measures have suddenly been withdrawn, without 

prior consultation, especially given the nature of threats directed towards her in recent years.  

 

The situation must be rectified via complying with the Fiscal recommendation 164 made in respect 

of Ms Giraldo’s high risk security status and by providing her with effective protection. It is essential 

that the Colombian state ensures not only the safety of Ms Giraldo, but also that of her family, and it 

must further ensure that she and all other human rights defenders can continue their vital work 

unimpeded by threats, intimidation and fully supported by reliable guarantees of security.  

 

 



 

  
In this context, we once again, respectfully, remind you of Articles 16(a) and (c), 17 and 18 of the UN 

Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers (1990).2 We also draw your attention to the UN Declaration 

on Human Rights Defenders (adopted by the UN General Assembly on 8 March 1999).3 

 

Therefore the Colombia Caravana calls upon you to: 

 Make a prompt public statement rectifying the recent withdrawal of security measures for 

Ms Giraldo by reinstating the Fiscal recommendation of 164 and by continuing the provision 

of security measures to Ms Giraldo;  

 Ensure a full, prompt and impartial investigation into the reasons for and action of arbitrary 

withdrawal of protection previously allocated to her, the findings of which should be made 

public; 

 Ensure that the Ministry of the Interior and the National Protection Unit fully satisfies its 

duty to properly implement the protective measures it previously granted to Ms Giraldo; 

 Ensure that all lawyers and human rights defenders are able to carry out their duties without 

fear of intimidation or harassment, including by a full and proper implementation of 

protective measure to threatened members of MOVICE and other organisations of human 

rights defenders. 

 

                                                           
2
 Which state that:  

16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional functions 

without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference… and (c) shall not suffer, or be 

threatened with, prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action taken in 

accordance with recognized professional duties, standards and ethics. 

17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be 

adequately safeguarded by the authorities. 

18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of discharging 

their functions. 

 
3 Which states at Article 12 that: 
1. Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to participate in peaceful activities 
against violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
2. The State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent authorities of 
everyone, individually and in association with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto 
or de 
jure adverse discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or her 
legitimate 
exercise of the rights referred to in the present Declaration. 
3. In this connection, everyone is entitled, individually and in association with others, to be protected 

effectively under national law in reacting against or opposing, through peaceful means, activities and 
acts, 
including those by omission, attributable to States that result in violations of human rights and 
fundamental 
freedoms, as well as acts of violence perpetrated by groups or individuals that affect the enjoyment of 
human 
rights and fundamental freedoms. 

 



 

  
 

We will continue to monitor the progress of Ms Giraldo’s matter, as well as others involving 

members of MOVICE, who have recently suffered threats on a mass scale.  

 

We look forward to hearing from you regarding the progress of the investigations into this matter 

and the steps being taken to ensure that adequate protective measures are provided.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Professor Sara Chandler 

Chair, Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group 

 

CC: 

- Andres Villamizar, Director of National Unity Protection of Ministry of Interior 

- La Fiscalia General de la Nacion 

- Vice-President Germán Vargas LLeras  

- Daniel Ricardo Silva, Human Rights and Environmental Affairs, Embassy of Colombia, London 

- Abogados por abogados 

- Abogados Sin Fronteras, Canada 

- Associación Colombiana de Abogados de Derechos Humanos (ACADEHUM)  

- Comite Ejecutivo de la Abogacia Colombiana 

- Sarah Smith, Law Society of England and Wales 

- Gabriel Carina Knaul de Albuquerque e Silva, Relatora Especial de las Naciones Unidas sobre 

la independencia de magistrados y abogados 

- Michael Forst, Relator Especial de las Naciones Unidas sobre la situación de los defensores 

de derechos humanos  

 

 
 


