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President Santos 
 
Colombian Lawyer Jorge Eliécer Molano facing threats to his security 
 
I am writing to you today to express concern about continued and alarming threats and attacks against 

human rights defenders in Colombia. 

 

In the first six months of 2014, 194 attacks were recorded against human rights defenders, including 30 

killings. The total number of attacks against defenders increased by 20% compared to 20131. Most 

recently in the month of September, 191 defenders received a death threat by email from paramilitary 

successor group the “Aguilas Negras”2.  

 

There is a clear need for human rights defenders to be protected from attack, in order for justice and 

the rule of law to be upheld in Colombia. However, concerns have been raised by Colombian NGOs 

regarding a weakening of the State protection measures granted to defenders by the National 

Protection Unit. Indeed, Todd Howland, the representative in Colombia of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Human Rights, stated in a public event that the Colombian authorities’ protection 

measures for human rights defenders are not working3. In addition, the National protection Unit and 

the Interior Ministry have announced that, due to budget problems there will be cuts in protection 

measures.  

 

This situation greatly affects the ability of defenders to carry out their work in safety. Earlier this year, 

for example, Colombian lawyer and human rights defender Jorge Eliécer Molano announced that he 

would be forced to suspend his work as a lawyer due to the lack of guarantees for his safety.  Mr. 

Molano works as the legal representative of victims of human rights violations in cases of great 

importance for human rights and the functioning of the rule of law in Colombia, including the case of 

the 2005 massacre which took place in the Peace Community of San José de Apartadó.  

 

Mr. Molano reported in May that during 2014 there have been several security incidents against him, 

including:  

                                                           
1 Programa Somos Defensores: report Jan-June, 2014 
2 http://www.verdadabierta.com/rearme/5452-agenda-de-paz-genera-amenazas-contra-defensores-de-derechos-humanos 
3 http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/nacional/medidas-proteger-defensores-de-ddhh-no-funcionan-colomb-articulo-
511679 

http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/nacional/medidas-proteger-defensores-de-ddhh-no-funcionan-colomb-articulo-511679
http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/nacional/medidas-proteger-defensores-de-ddhh-no-funcionan-colomb-articulo-511679


  
  

 Attacks on his family;  

 Break-ins to his home and theft of information;  

 Attacks on his emails and website;  

 Interception of his communications; and surveillance 

 

Jorge Molano has been granted precautionary measures from the IACHR. In September 2014, the 

National Protection Unit (UNP) defined Dr. Molano’s risk level as extraordinary. Although the UNP 

have now formally granted extended measures to Mr Molano, a number of urgent measures agreed 

upon have still not been implemented. The case of Mr Molano is just one of many. 

 

This situation is unacceptable and must be rectified in order to ensure the safety of all lawyers and 
human rights defenders so that they can continue their important work.  

 
In this context, I respectfully remind you of Articles 16(a) and (c), 17 and 18 of the UN Basic 
Principles on the Role of Lawyers (1990) which state that: 
 
16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional functions 
without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; … and ( c ) shall not suffer, or 
be threatened with, prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action taken in 
accordance with recognized professional duties, standards and ethics. 
 
17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be 
adequately safeguarded by the authorities. 
 
18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of discharging 
their functions. 
 
We also draw your attention to the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders (adopted by the 
UN General Assembly on 18 March 1999), which states at Article 12 that:  
 
1. Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to participate in peaceful 

activities against violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms.  
 

2. The State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent authorities of 
everyone, individually and in association with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de 
facto or de jure adverse discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of 
his or her legitimate exercise of the rights referred to in the present Declaration.  

 
3. In this connection, everyone is entitled, individually and in association with others, to be protected 

effectively under national law in reacting against or opposing, through peaceful means, activities 
and acts, including those by omission, attributable to States that result in violations of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms, as well as acts of violence perpetrated by groups or individuals that 
affect the enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms.  

 

Therefore the Colombian Caravana calls upon you to urgently carry out the following actions: 

 



  
  

 Investigate all threats and attacks against human rights defenders and bring the perpetrators to 

justice 

 Publicly recognise and support the work of human rights defender, who work to represent 

victims of human rights violations 

 Grant appropriate protection measures to human rights defenders in agreement with them.  

 

In the specific case of Jorge Molano: 

 

 Investigate all threats and attacks against Mr Molano and bring the perpetrators to justice 

 Publicly recognise and support the work of Mr Molano, as agreed during the granting of his 

protection measures 

 Urgently grant appropriate protection measures to Jorge Molano, including the provision of 

bodyguards, a bulletproof car with sufficient budget for petrol, and the availability of the 

bodyguards and a vehicle in the cities where he travels to represent victims. 

 

We will continue to monitor the development of these matters and we look forward to hearing from 

you regarding the action that you are taking to protect Colombian lawyer and human rights defender 

Jorge Eliécer Molano, along with other human rights lawyers and defenders. We also ask that we be 

kept updated of the progress in investigating the above crimes and bringing those responsible to justice. 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Professor Sara Chandler 

Chair, Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group 

cc:  
- Angelino Garzón, Vicepresident of Colombia 
- Juan Carlos Pinzón, Colombian Ministry of 
Defense 
- Alfonso Gómez Méndez, Colombian Ministry of 
Justice 
- Director of National Unity Protection of Ministry 
of Interior 
- La Fiscalía General de la Nación  
Comite Ejecutivo de la Abogacia Colombiana 
- Jorge Armando Otalora, Defensor del Pueblo 
- Alejandro Ordoñez Maldonado, Procurador 
General de la Nación 
 

 
- Abogados por Abogados  
- Abogados Sin Fronteras Canadá  
- Asociación Colombiana de Abogados de 
Derechos Humanos (ACADEHUM)  
- Sarah Smith, Law Society of England and Wales  
- Gabriela Carina Knaul de Albuquerque e Silva, 
Relatora Especial de las Naciones Unidas sobre la 
independencia de magistrados y abogados  
- Margaret Sekaggya, Relator Especial de las 
Naciones Unidas: sobre la situación de los 
defensores de derechos humanos 
- Oficina en Colombia del Alto Comisionado de 
Naciones Unidas para los Derechos Humanos 

 

 


