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Juan Manuel Santos Calderόn 
President of the Republic of Colombia 
Carrera 8 No. 7 – 26 
Palacio de Nariño 
Bogotá 
Colombia  
                                              5 July 2015 
 
President Santos, 
 
Threats to a lawyer and others involved in the La Combinada enforced disappearances case  
 
I am writing to you on behalf of the Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group, the UK members of 
the International Caravana of Jurists. During visits to Colombia in 2008, 2010, 2012 and 2014 we 
called upon the Colombian government to protect lawyers’ ability to represent their clients and to 
refrain from any interference in their work in order to comply with Colombian legislation1, and 
International Law. 
 
Members of the Colombian Caravana are very concerned to learn that on 24 June 2015, the 
Colombian human rights lawyer for the Fundación Nydia Erika Bautista (FNEB), Ms Andrea 
Torres Bautista received a telephone call in which an unidentified male threatened to rape and kill 
her. We understand that the caller informed her that: “[…] didn’t you understand that you should 
stop annoying us, we are going to kill you, but first we will rape you so that you respect men” ([…] 
no entendió que deje de joder, le vamos a pegar una matada […] pero primero le pegamos una violada pa’ que respete 
a los hombres). 
 
We understand that the above incident relates to Ms Bautista representing Mr Jhon Alexandra 
Holguín Ramírez and his mother Ms Jacqueline Ramírez, relatives of one of five men who were 
allegedly the subject of enforced disappearance, in the La Combinada case. On 20 June 2015, Mr 
Ramírez was taken to hospital in Tuluá Municipality, Valle del Cauca Department after suffering 
stab wounds. Ms Ramírez, is a witness to the La Combinada case and as a result of her 
involvement, she has received repeated threats to her life.  
 
According to public information, on 23 June 2015, the day before  Ms Bautista  received the  
telephone call containing the threat of sexual violence and death referred to above, she telephoned 

                                                 
 
 
1 Law 1426 of December 29, 2010 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

the Court in Yopal, Casanare Department requesting that the judge presiding over the La 
Combinada case recuse himself from this and other enforced disappearance cases, because in May, a 
court in Yopal issued a sentence removing the judge from his post and sentencing him to 66 months 
in prison for “perverting the course of justice” in a case related to enforced disappearances. We 
further understand that this judge is due to preside over enforced disappearance cases on 13 and 30 
July this year. 
 
The Caravana is acutely aware that Ms  Bautista and other persons involved in the La Combinada 
case have received previous death threats. On 21 May 2015 a threatening phone call was received by 
the witness Ms  Ramírez and the caller also threatened Ms  Bautista. Further threats were received 
in a similar call on 21 April 2015. On 22 April 2015 a woman telephoned the offices of FNEB and 
left a message for Ms Bautista stating she would be killed. A few minutes later the woman called 
again  saying, "we are going to kill  you all".  It is believed these threats are connected to the La 
Combinada case.  
 
The Colombian Caravana has written to the State on a number of occasions about these kinds of 
security incidents against human rights lawyers and other defenders of access to justice, calling for 
prompt and impartial investigations and appropriate sanctions for the perpetrators of these attacks 
and adequate protection measures. We understand that the whereabouts of the five forcibly 
disappeared males referred to above is still unknown. 
 
In this context, we respectfully remind you of Principles 16(a) and (c), 17 and 18 of the UN Basic 
Principles on the Role of Lawyers (1990).2  In addition, we draw your attention to the UN 
Declaration on Human Rights Defenders (adopted by the UN General Assembly on 8 March 
1999).3 
 

                                                 
 
 
2 16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or 
improper interference; … and ( c ) shall not suffer, or be threatened with, prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action 
taken in accordance with recognized professional duties, standards and ethics.  
  17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities. 
 18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of discharging their functions.  

 
3 Which states at Article 12 that:  
1. Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to participate in peaceful activities against violations of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. 
2. The State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent authorities of everyone, individually and in association with 
others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of 
his or her legitimate exercise of the rights referred to in the present Declaration. 
3. In this connection, everyone is entitled, individually and in association with others, to be protected effectively under national law in reacting against 
or opposing, through peaceful means, activities and acts, including those by omission, attributable to States that result in violations of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms, as well as acts of violence perpetrated by groups or individuals that affect the enjoyment of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

We are very concerned for the safety of lawyer Ms Bautista and her clients Mr  Ramírez and his 
mother Ms Ramírez together with other relatives of the victims; and witnesses in the La 
Combinada case. 
 
 
We respectfully ask that: 
 

 A prompt risk assessment be carried in relation to the safety and protective measures 
required for lawyer Ms Andrea Torres Bautista, and victims Mr Jhon Alexander 
Holguín Ramírez, and Ms Jacqueline Ramírez, and that any necessary protective 
measures be implemented in accordance with their wishes; 

 A prompt, full and impartial investigation be carried out into the threat of rape and 
death threats against Ms Andrea Torres Bautista; the threats to the life of  Ms 
Jacqueline Ramírez; and the serious assault against Mr Jhon Alexandra Holguín 
Ramírez, with the intention of bringing those responsible to justice. We also ask 
that that the results of these investigations are  made public; 

 To take all necessary measures to ensure a full, thorough and impartial investigation 
to discover the whereabouts of the five disappeared males referred to above with the 
intention of bringing those responsible to justice. We also ask that  that the outcome  
of this investigation be made public; 

 The Colombian government recognise the competence of the Committee on 
Enforced Disappearances to receive and consider communications from or on 
behalf of individuals subject to its jurisdiction regarding this and other cases of  
enforced disappearance; 

 The judge currently presiding over the La Combinada case be replaced and that he 
be removed from all other cases concerning alleged enforced disappearances, which 
begins to comply  with the conviction and sentence issued in May by a court in 
Yopal ordering the removal of the judge from his post. 

 
We look forward to hearing from you as a matter of urgency about the measures being taken to 
adequately protect  Ms Andrea Torres Bautista, Mr Jhon Alexander Holguín Ramírez, and Ms 
Jacqueline Ramírez. In addition, we would like to be promptly informed of the progress in the 
investigation and the calling to account of those responsible for the above threats and assault and in 
tracing the whereabouts of the five disappeared males.  We look forward to receiving your reply in 
relation to these matters as soon as possible and in any event, within 28 days.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Professor Sara Chandler 
Chair, Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group  
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

cc.  
Gerrman Vargas Lleras, Vice-President of Colombia 
Diego Fernando Mora, Director of National Protection Unit in the Ministry of the Interior 
Eduardo Montealegre Lynett, Public Prosecutor  
Nestor Fernando Osorio Londoño, Colombian Ambassador, London 
 
Gabriela Carina Knaul de Albuquerque e Silva, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the 
Independence of Judges and Lawyers 
Michel Forst, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders 
 
Colombian Association of Human Rights Lawyers (ACADEHUM) 
American Bar Association (ABA) 
Law Society of England and Wales, UK 
Lawyers for Lawyers, Netherlands 
Lawyers without Borders, Canada 
Lawyers Rights Watch, Canada 
Union Internationale des Avocats, Belgium 
Peace Brigades International, UK 
Amnesty International, UK 

 
 
 


