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The Luis Carlos Perez Lawyer’s Collective 

(CALCP) was founded in 2001, as an 

organisation of women human rights lawyers 

based in the Magdalena Medio and Catatumbo 

regions in north-eastern Colombia. These areas 

are rich in biodiversity and indigenous cultural 

heritage, and home to vast untapped reserves 

of coal and oil.  

 

Current work 

CALCP supports grassroots organisations, 

displaced communities and victims of 

paramilitary violence with legal advice and 

training, and advocates on a national and 

international level to raise awareness about the 

impact of armed violence and large scale 

extractive projects on indigenous and 

campesino (small-scale farming) communities.   

In Catatumbo, one of CCALCP’s principal areas 

of work, it is estimated that in the last ten 

years, at least 5,000 people have died, and 

40,000 have been forcibly disappeared, due to 

the armed conflict. As a result of the 

organization’s work, CCALCP have been subject 

to constant threats, harassment, and 

surveillance from state and non-state actors. 

 

Threats  

As a result of their work, CCALCP’s lawyers have 

been threatened, spied on, falsely accused of 

criminal activities and linked with illicit armed 

groups. Such stigmatisation can have 

dangerous consequences in the context of an 

ongoing, armed conflict, where association with 

one faction may bring violent reprisals from 

another.  

 

In the period between 2005 and March 2013, 

CCALCP suffered 36 separate security incidents, 

including written and email death threats from 

paramilitary groups and the illegal interception 

of communication.  

In a recent incident, in April 2013, CCALCP 

reported an attack on their offices. On the 

morning of 13 March 2013 there was a large 

explosion outside their offices in the 

Department of North Santander.  The 

organisations believe it was the action of 

paramilitaries and is related to their human 

rights work in the region of Catatumbo and 

efforts to create a small-scale farming reserve 

with the Small Farmers’ Association of 

Catatumbo (ASCAMCAT). On 21 June, concerns 

were raised for the safety of CCALCP and 

ASCAMCAT members after a series of events in 

which they were the victims of attacks, violent 

repression and stigmatisation during a 

demonstration held by the farmers to demand 

the fulfillment of their human rights in the 

region. 

In 2012, reported aggressions against women 

human rights defenders rose from 54 to 92. In 

February 2013 alone, at least 8 women human 

rights defenders were threatened in the 

Magdalena Medio region. The intention of the 

threats is to intimidate and frighten these 

human rights lawyers into giving up their work. 
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Judith Maldonado 

Judith Maldonado is a senior member of the 

Luis Carlos Perez Lawyers’ Collective (CCALCP). 

As a result of the organisation’s work, Judith 

and her colleagues have been subject to 

constant threats, harassment, and surveillance 

from state and non-state actors. 

On 31 March 2009, all Judith’s belongings were 

stolen from her hotel room in Arauca, including 

her computer. According to CCALCP, this 

represented “the loss of all the information of 

nearly eight years of the organisation’s work 

related to the struggle  

 

 

 

against impunity, the defence of land, and the 

strengthening of social organisations; 

information that implicates paramilitaries, the 

armed forces, and the corporations that wish to 

speed up carbon extraction in the Catatumbo 

by way of open-face-mining”.  

CCALCP has also been subject to illegal 

communication interceptions by the 

Administrative Department of Security (DAS). 

Judith has also received multiple threats. For 

example, on 12 March 2010, she received a 

voicemail message from the ‘Black Eagles’ 

paramilitary group saying they were going to 

plant a bomb in the Motilón Bari Indigenous 

community, and that CCALCP would “pay 

severely” for ruining the plans of the ‘Black 

Eagles’. On 4th August 2010, Judith was 

attacked outside the CCALCP office in 

Bucaramanga by two men on a motorcycle. 

They stole some of her personal possessions 

and work materials, while insulting her and 

threatening to kill her.

 

Protection measures 

CCALCP members do not have protection measures from the Colombia State or international bodies. In 

this respect, one of the principal protection measures for CCALCP has been the accompaniment 

provided by international organisations. 

The organisation has demanded that the Colombian State investigate the security incidents against 

them. To date, twelve cases are under investigation, yet there is no information on any progress made 

in any of these investigations. 

 

 

* Information provided by CCALCP and reported by the Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers’ Group, ABColombia and Peace Brigades 

International 

          


