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Current work 

The Corporation’s activities focus on the legal 

representation of victims of human rights 

violations in their search for truth, justice and 

reparation, as well as the accompaniment of 

communities in their resistance processes, in 

defence of their land and livelihoods.  

Some of the most renowned cases they have 

worked on include the 1996 forced 

disappearance of 15 inhabitants of the La 

Esperanza hamlet (Antioquia) by paramilitaries; 

human rights violations committed during the 

October 2002 military Operation Orion, in 

Urban District 13 (Medellin);  

CJL has successfully prosecuted several cases of 

extrajudicial killings. In conjunction with other 

organisations they have raised this issue with 

the United Nations Human Rights Council in 

Geneva. CJL lawyers have also strived to ensure 

that cases of human rights violations involving 

the military are heard by the civilian courts 

rather than by military criminal jurisdiction, in 

order to comply with domestic and 

international law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Corporation for Judicial Freedom was 

founded in 1993 in the Colombian city of 

Medellín (Antioquia), for the defence and 

promotion of Human Rights in Medellin, in the 

region of Eastern Antioquia and in the 

department of Chocó.  

 

 

 

Threats  
Since it was founded in 1993, CJL has 

experienced threats and aggression because of 

its work. Members of CJL have faced death 

threats, including in June 2010, when the 

Corporation was named “a military objective” 

in a pamphlet circulated by the AUC, a 

paramilitary group which ought to have been 

demobilized at this time.  

 

CJL has been stigmatised and falsely accused, 

by military intelligence networks of informers 

linked to illegal paramilitary groups. 

 

The Inter-American Commission on Human 

Rights has stated that CJL lawyers have been 

“investigated by intelligence agencies of the 

State, and the Prosecutor General’s Office had 

issued arrest warrants for some of its members 

based on information manipulated by those 

agencies and by members of the Armed 

Forces.”  

  



 

 Bayron Góngora 

In February 2010, the Corporation learned that 

hit men from an illegal armed group in Medellin 

had been hired to kill CJL lawyer Bayron 

Góngora.  CJL reported that this threat was a 

direct result of his human rights work, including 

more than a decade’s work representing 

victims of State crimes. Góngora, who 

represents victims of extrajudicial executions, 

has also had criminal proceedings brought 

against him, in which he was accused of the 

crime of rebellion. 

These threats and criminal investigations 

against the lawyers have important 

implications:  

“There have been times when we have had to 

dedicate time and effort to defending ourselves, 

to seek accompaniment, to travel abroad to 

establish protection mechanisms; knowing that 

you are being persecuted generates a fatigue 

on a day to day basis, knowing that they are 

studying your case, your family; that you have a 

criminal process hanging above your head, that 

there are arrest warrants pending. That’s what 

makes it hard.” Elkin Ramírez 

 

  Elkin Ramírez 

In July 2011, the Public Prosecutor’s office in 

Bogota closed the investigation that it had been 

undertaking since 2005 against Elkin Ramírez 

and two other human rights defenders, for the 

crime of making false allegations.   

In September 2005, Colonel Néstor Iván Duque, 

commander of the Carlos Bejarano Muñoz 

Engineers Battalion, of the Army’s XVIIth 

Brigade, filed a complaint against the three 

human rights defenders, alleging slander, libel 

and false statements. The legal complaint came 

after these human rights defenders presented a 

case before the Inter-American Court of Human 

Rights (IACrtHR), in which the Carlos Bejarano 

Muñoz Engineers Battalion was accused of 

committing abuses and arbitrary arrests against 

small scale farmers and leaders from the San 

José de Apartadó Peace Community.  

Moreover, in November 2006 the 74th 

Prosecutor’s office had opened and 

investigation against against Elkin Ramírez and 

ordered his arrest for the crime of rebellion. 

The arrest warrant was overturned in May 

2009.  

Protection measures 

In June 2007, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights awarded precautionary measures to the 

members of the Corporation for Judicial Freedom.  The Commission asked that the Colombian State 

“adopt the necessary measures to protect the lives and safety of the beneficiaries and to report on the 

actions undertaken to investigate judicially the facts that gave rise to the precautionary measures.” 

According to CJL, these measures have yet to be implemented.  
 

* Information provided by CJL and reported by the Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers’ Group and Peace Brigades International 

 

 

 


