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For Immediate Release 

  

INTERNATIONAL NGOs AND LEGAL FIRMS 

HIGHLIGHT IRREGULARITIES IN CONTROVERSIAL 

COLOMBIAN MURDER CASE  

  

A joint statement by lawyers and international non-governmental organisations highlighting 

irregularities in the trial of human rights campaigner David Ravelo has been issued today to 

mark the third anniversary of his arrest. 

  

He was detained in September 2010 on suspicion of murder and last December was 

sentenced to 18 years in prison on murder charges based on the testimony of demobilised 

paramilitaries, one of whom was linked to a plot to kill him.  

  

Mr Ravelo has spent 30 years defending human rights in Colombia, investigating forced 

disappearances, extra-judicial executions and forced displacements. Prior to his arrest he 

had received numerous death threats. 

  

The statement points out shortcomings in the case. In particular, it draws attention to the fact 

that the prosecutor bringing the case had earlier served as a lieutenant in the National 

Police, and had been removed from his post for involvement in a forced disappearance.  

  

Additionally, the two main witnesses in Mr Ravelo’s case were found guilty of massacres in 

Barrancabermeja in 1998. These were cases which Mr Ravelo’s organisation, Corporación 

Regional para la Defensa de los Derechos Humanos, had been working on for many years 

in order to obtain justice for the relatives of the victims. 

  

The statement, with signatories including Christian Aid and the Law Society’s Human Rights 

Committee, calls on the Colombia authorities to ensure the law is observed, and to ban from 



the National Public Prosecutors Office anyone removed from public office for human rights 

abuses. 

  

Mr Ravelo was recently visited in La Picota prison in Colombia by Kirsty Brimelow QC, Chair 

of the Bar Human Rights Committee of England and Wales (BHRC), Counsel to an Amicus 

Curiae submitted in the Ravelo case and Professor Sara Chandler, Chair of Law Society 

Human Rights Committee and Chair of the Colombia Caravana UK Lawyers Group, legal 

organisations which supported the Amicus Curiae along with the Chartered Institute of Legal 

Executives. 

The Amicus Curiae was a submission to Colombia’s judicial authorities highlighting the lack 

of due process in the case.  

 

Professor Sara Chandler said: ‘David Ravelo's emblematic case has significance for the 

many human rights defenders who have been criminalised because of their work in defence 

of human rights.’  

  

Kirsty Brimelow QC, Chair of the Bar Human Rights Committee of England and Wales 

(BHRC), said: ‘The issues impact not only upon David Ravelo Crespo but upon both the 

working of due process in Colombia and its adherence to international law. BHRC is 

confident that the calibre of Colombian magistrates is such that careful consideration will be 

given to the Amicus Curiae. Its purpose is to assist the proper administration of justice.’  

  

Concerns about the case have also been raised by Gabriela Knaul, UN Special Rapporteur 

on the independence of judges and lawyers and by the UN Special Rapporteur on the 

situation of human rights defenders, Margaret Sekaggya. 

  

Sekaggya noted the pattern in Colombia of unfounded criminal proceedings brought against 

human rights defenders based on ‘unreliable witness testimonies from demobilised 

individuals or informants in exchange for legal ... benefits’. These continue despite a 

Constitutional Court ruling that testimonies from reintegrated witnesses cannot be used as 

evidence for opening such judicial proceedings.  

  

Louise Winstanley, ABColombia Programme and Advocacy Manager said today ‘Colombia 

continues to be one of the most dangerous countries in the world to be a human rights 

defender. There has been an unprecedented increase in the number killed, rising from 32 in 

2010 to 69 in 2012. Along with the criminalisation of human rights defenders, which is 



designed to discredit defenders and the work they do, this represents a major challenge to 

the protection of human rights in Colombia. Our question is why the UK Government failed to 

speak out publically regarding this in June (2013) when President Santos was in London.’ 

  

She added that ‘There is almost 100 per cent impunity in Colombia in relation to such 

attacks. The trend of killing defenders has extended into 2013 with 37 human rights 

defenders killed in the first six months of the year’. 

  

Signatories to the statement include; ABColombia, Christian Aid, Colombia Caravana UK 

Lawyers Group, Law Society of England & Wales Human Rights Committee, Solicitors’ 

International Human Rights Group, War on Want, Front Line Defenders and Peace Brigades 

International. 

  

The final declarations can be found on AB Colombia’s main webpage: 
http://www.abcolombia.org.uk/  
  
An event, attended by supporters of Mr Ravelo, was held on 12 September at Autonmous 

University in Bogota to commemorate the date he was detained three years ago.  Thomas 

Mortensen, Christian Aid Country Manager for Colombia said at the event, ‘I hope this event 

together with many other national and international initiatives will help further raise the profile 

of the case and help David get a fair trial’. 

  

Mr Ravelo was a finalist for Frontline Defender’s 2013 Award for Defenders at Risk. 

  

 

If you would like further information or to arrange an interview with any of the 

spokespeople above please Jo Rogers on jrogers@christian-aid.org or 020 7523 2460 

24 hour press duty phone – 07850 242950    

or Louise Winstanley, Programme and Advocacy Manager, ABColombia.  Mobile:  +44 

(0)7920 886 874, Telephone: +44 (0)207 870 2216, lwinstanley@abcolombia.org.uk 

Notes to Editors: 

ABColombia is a group of leading UK and Irish organisations with programmes in Colombia. 
ABColombia develops the collective advocacy work of members and works on questions of human 
rights, development and forced displacement. ABColombia’s members are CAFOD, Christian Aid (UK 
and Ireland), Oxfam GB, SCIAF and Trócaire. Amnesty International and Peace Brigades 
International are observer members.  

http://www.abcolombia.org.uk/
mailto:jrogers@christian-aid.org
mailto:lwinstanley@abcolombia.org.uk


www.abcolombia.org.uk  
  
The Bar Human Rights Committee of England and Wales (BHRC) is the international human 
rights arm of the Bar of England and Wales. It is an independent body concerned with protecting the 
rights of advocates, judges and human rights defenders around the world. The Committee is 
concerned with defending the rule of law and internationally recognised legal standards relating to 
human rights and the right to a fair trial. The remit of BHRC extends to all countries of the world, apart 
from its own jurisdiction of England & Wales. This reflects the Committee's need to maintain its role as 
an independent but legally qualified  observer, critic and advisor, with internationally accepted rule of 
law principles at the heart of its  agenda.   
www.barhumanrights.org.uk  
  
The Law Society represents solicitors in England and Wales. From negotiating with and lobbying the 
profession's regulators, government and others, to offering training and advice, we're here to help, 
protect and promote solicitors across England and Wales. 
www.lawsociety.org.uk  

1. Christian Aid works in some of the world's poorest communities in around 50 countries at 
any one time. We act where there is great need, regardless of religion, helping people to live a 
full life, free from poverty. We provide urgent, practical and effective assistance in tackling the 
root causes of poverty as well as its effects. 

2. Christian Aid’s core belief is that the world can and must be changed so that poverty is 

ended: this is what we stand for. Everything we do is about ending poverty and injustice: 

swiftly, effectively, sustainably. Our strategy document Partnership for Change 

www.christianaid.org.uk/images/partnership-for-change-summary.pdf explains how we set 

about this task.  

3. Christian Aid is a member of the ACT Alliance, a global coalition of more than 130 churches 
and church-related organisations that work together in humanitarian assistance, advocacy and 
development. Further details at http://actalliance.org 

4. Follow Christian Aid's newswire on Twitter: http://twitter.com/caid_newswire 

5. For more information about the work of Christian Aid, visit http://www.christianaid.org.uk 
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