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Juan Manuel Santos Calderon 

President of the Republic of Colombia 

Carrera 8 No. 7 – 26 

Palacio de Nariño 

Bogotá 

Colombia 

Dear President Santos, 

Further death threats against members of MOVICE 

I am writing to you on behalf of the UK members of the International Caravana of 

Jurists. During visits to Colombia in 2008, 2010 and 2012 we called upon the Colombian 

government to protect lawyers’ ability to represent their clients and to refrain from any 

interference in their work in order to comply with Colombian legislation,1 and 

International Law.  

The Colombian Caravana members are deeply concerned by death threats against lawyer 

Jeison Pava, MOVICE member Diego Martínez, and both their families.  

On Saturday 6th July at 11:05am Mr. Pava and Mr. Martínez received threatening emails 
accusing them of being involved with guerrillas.  The email said:  
 
“Due to your incessant and subversive work against the state and its institution which day by day you 
defile for the benefit of terrorist groups by turning the population against them, we have decided to declare 
you military objects, in order to end your criminal and terrorist activities, you disguised as human rights 
defenders are no more than members of the bolivarian milita, and we watch the work you do and for all 
the security that the same state is giving you, you will not escape our mission to eradicate you. This 
warning is not only for you, your families will not be safe because we watch them too, think about them 
and demobilise, do not drag them down with you. We are ever vigilant.  ” 
 

Mr. Pava and Mr. Martínez received the emails whilst they were attending a MOVICE 

conference in La Macarena, Meta, a highly militarized zone. During the event they 

noticed plain clothed men riding plateless motorcycles suspiciously circling the venue. 

When alerted to the matter, the police did nothing. Such conduct contributes to the 

climate of impunity. Although Mr. Pava and Mr. Martínez have security schemes which 

include escorts and blacked out cars, there is a notable lack of police presence to prevent 

incidents such as these from occurring. We demand that the Colombian authorities 

investigate these threats and punish those responsible.  

                                                      

1 Law 1426 of December 29 2010. 
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We are informed that Mr. Pava has previously been subjected to five death threats from 

paramilitary groups including the Ejercito Anti-Restitucion. In addition, we have 

registered that Mr. Martínez was threatened by the same group in April and July 2012. 

He has also been the subject of wire tapping and surveillance.  

I refer to my letter dated 4 March 2013 referring to threats against Mr. Pava and Mr. 

Martínez. I also refer you to my other letters regarding serious threats towards members 

of MOVICE dated, 20 June 2012, 7 May 2012 and 2 August 2011.   

We are extremely concerned that there appears to be an ongoing strategy to prevent 

members of MOVICE and other human rights defenders from carrying out their work.   

The incident described above is the latest in a series of threats against members of 

MOVICE.   

This situation is unacceptable and must be rectified, in order to ensure the safety of all 

members of MOVICE and other lawyers and human rights defenders so that they can 

continue with their important work.  In this context, I respectfully remind you of Articles 

16(a) and (c), 17 and 18 of the UN Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers (1990) 

which state that: 

16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional functions 

without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; … and ( c ) shall not suffer, or be 

threatened with, prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action taken in 

accordance with recognized professional duties, standards and ethics.  

17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be 

adequately safeguarded by the authorities. 

18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of discharging their 

functions.  

We also draw your attention to: UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders 

(adopted by the UN General Assembly on 8 March 1999) states at Article 12:  

1. Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to participate in peaceful activities 

against violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

2. The State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent authorities of 

everyone, individually and in association with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto or 

de jure adverse discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or her 

legitimate exercise of the rights referred to in the present Declaration. 

3. In this connection, everyone is entitled, individually and in association with others, to be protected 

effectively under national law in reacting against or opposing, through peaceful means, activities and acts, 

including those by omission, attributable to States that result in violations of human rights and 

fundamental freedoms, as well as acts of violence perpetrated by groups or individuals that affect the 

enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
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Therefore the Colombian Caravana calls upon you to: 

 make a prompt public statement condemning the latest threats against members 

of MOVICE; 

 End the impunity for perpetrators of these threats by ensuring a full, prompt 

and impartial  investigation into the threats against lawyers,  human rights 

defenders from MOVICE and witnesses, with the intention of bring to justice 

those responsible for these crimes; 

 provide adequate protection to lawyers,  human rights defenders and witnesses at 

risk, including members of MOVICE, in accordance with their wishes;  

 ensure that all lawyers and judges are able to carry out their duties without fear of 

intimidation or harassment; 

  ensure that human rights defenders can continue their legitimate and peaceful 

activities in defence of human rights without fear of restrictions and reprisals. 

We will continue to monitor the developments of these matters and we look forward to 

hearing from you regarding the action that you are taking to protect Jeison Pava, Diego 

Martínez and other members of MOVICE. We also ask that we be kept updated of the 

progress in investigating the above crimes and bringing those responsible to justice. 

 Yours sincerely,  

 

Professor Sara Chandler 

Chair, Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group 

cc:  
- La Fiscalia General de la Nacion  

- Fabián Ortiz Rosada , Fiscalia, Puerto Tejada, 
Cauca  
 

 
- Abogados por Abogados  
- Abogados Sin Fronteras Canadá  
- Asociación Colombiana de Abogados 
Defensores “ Eduardo Umaña Mendoza” 
(ACADEUM)  
- Courtenay Barklem, Law Society of England and 
Wales  
- Gabriela Carina Knaul de Albuquerque e Silva, 
Relatora Especial de las Naciones Unidas sobre la 
independencia de magistrados y abogados  
- Margaret Sekaggya, Relator Especial de las 
Naciones Unidas: sobre la situación de los 
defensores de derechos humanos  
 

 


