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Colombia 

Dear President Santos, 

Attack on the Luis Carlos Perez Lawyers’ Collective and the Peasant Farmer’s Association of Catatumbo 

I am writing to you on behalf of the UK members of the International Caravana of Jurists. During visits to Colombia 

in 2008, 2010 and 2012, we called upon the Colombian government to protect lawyers’ ability to represent their 

clients and to refrain from any interference in their work in order to comply with Colombian legislation,1 and 

International Law.  

The Colombian Caravana members are deeply concerned by the recent attack on the Luis Carlos Perez Lawyers’ 

Collective (CCALCP) and the Peasant Farmer’s Association of Catatumbo (ASCAMCAT), both of which are 

members of MOVICE. We have been provided with details of the incident as follows.  

On the morning of 13 March 2013 there was a large explosion outside the offices of  CCALCP  and ASCAMCAT 

in the Department of North Santander.  

Earlier that morning Olga Quintero, a member of the board of ASCAMCAT, noticed that she was being watched 

by a man on a black motorcycle as she arrived at the office, which is located next to that of the Luis Carlos Perez 

Lawyers’ Collective.  The man was wearing a helmet that covered his face and he was talking on a mobile telephone.  

When he realised that he had been noticed, he stopped talking on his mobile and looked the other way.   This leads 

the two organisations to believe that illegal armed actors may have been watching the premises shortly before the 

bomb exploded.  

Afterwards, two men on a black RX 115 motorcycle passed slowly in front of the building from which CCALCP  

and ASCAMCAT  operate, even though riding pillion is prohibited in the city of Cucuta due to the high crime and 

murder rates.  They threw a small explosive against the window bars of the house.  The artefact bounced back and 

exploded approximately three seconds after it was thrown.  The two men left the scene on the motorcycle at high 

speed towards Guiamaral Avenue. 

                                                      

1 Law 1426 of December 29 2010. 
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Although there was no damage to the offices or neighbouring houses, CCALCP and  ASCAMCAT do not believe 

that this was a chance occurrence.   They consider that it is consistent with paramilitary action in the city of Cucuta.  

They believe that the attack is related to their human rights work in the region of Catatumbo and efforts to create a 

peasant farmer’s reserve, a proposal that has drawn negative comments from the Ministry of Defence. 

Most of the board members were inside the office in the Ceiba 2 neighbourhood of Cucuta when the incident 

occurred.  Moreover, several of the board members have been granted measures of protection by the Ministry of 

the Interior and Justice, including José del Carmen Abril, Juan Carlos Quintero, Guillermo Antonio Quintero and 

Olga Lucía Quintero. 

After several attempts to telephone the police on 112 and 123, contact was made with the national police and  40 

minutes after the incident occurred,  several police officers arrived on the scene. 

It is particularly troubling to note that this is not the first incident to which CCALCP and ASCAMCAT have fallen 
victim.  On 7 January 2013, in the municipality of Ocaña, two unidentified persons on motorcycle pursued Olga 
Quintero, Juan Carols Quintero and Guillermo Antoni Quintero.  In a clear assassination attempt, the two 
unidentified persons tried to place a grenade in the front of the car in which the members were travelling.  

The incident described above is the latest in a series of threats and harassment against members of MOVICE. 

I refer to my letter of 4 March 2013 regarding a threat against the lawyer Jeison Pava and harassment towards other 
members of MOVICE, and my other letters dated 20 June 2012, 7 May 2012 and 2 August 2011 regarding death 
threats towards members of MOVICE. 
 
We are extremely concerned that there appears to be an ongoing strategy to prevent members of MOVICE and 
other lawyers and human rights defenders from carrying out their work.  The difficulty contacting the police when 
this latest incident occurred and the delay in the police response is also of great concern to us.  
 
This situation is unacceptable and must be rectified, in order to ensure the safety of all members of MOVICE and 
other lawyers and human rights defenders so that they can continue with their important work.  In this context, I 
respectfully remind you of Articles 16(a) and (c), 17 and 18 of the UN Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers 
(1990).2 I also draw your attention to: UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders (adopted by the UN 
General Assembly on 8 March 1999).3  

                                                      

 
2 Which state that: 
 
16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional functions without 
intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; … and ( c ) shall not suffer, or be threatened 
with, prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action taken in accordance with 
recognized professional duties, standards and ethics.  
17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be 
adequately safeguarded by the authorities. 
18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of discharging their 
functions. 
 
3 Which states at Article 12:  
1. Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to participate in peaceful activities 
against violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
2. The State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent authorities of 
everyone, individually and in association with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto or de 
jure adverse discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or her legitimate 
exercise of the rights referred to in the present Declaration. 
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Therefore the Colombian Caravana calls upon you to: 

 make a prompt public statement condemning the latest threats against CCALCP and  ASCAMCAT, and 

other members of MOVICE; 

 ensure a full, prompt and impartial  investigation into this latest incident and the previous occurrence,   

which amounted to an  attempt on the lives of lawyers and  human rights defenders from CCALCP and  

ASCAMCAT  with the intention of bringing to justice those responsible for these crimes; 

 provide adequate protection to lawyers and  human rights defenders  from CCALCP and  ASCAMCAT, 

and other  members of MOVICE, in accordance with their wishes;  

 ensure that all lawyers and human rights defenders can continue their legitimate and peaceful activities in 

defence of human rights without fear of intimidation,  and harassment. and reprisals. 

We will continue to monitor the developments of these matters and we look forward to hearing from you 

regarding the action that you are taking to protect members of MOVICE. We also ask that we be kept updated, 

with respect to the extent of progress in investigating the above crimes and bringing those responsible to justice.   

 Yours sincerely, 

 

Professor Sara Chandler 
Chair, Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group 
cc.  
- La Fiscalia General de la Nacion  
- Abogados por Abogados  
- Abogados Sin Fronteras Canadá  
- Asociación Colombiana de Abogados Defensores “ Eduardo Umaña Mendoza” (ACADEHUM)  
-  Sarah Smith,  Law Society of England and Wales  
- Gabriela Carina Knaul de Albuquerque e Silva, Relatora Especial de las Naciones Unidas sobre la independencia 
de magistrados y abogados  
- Margaret Sekaggya, Relator Especial de las -----Naciones Unidas: sobre la situación de los defensores de 
derechos humanos  
- Movimiento Nacional de Víctimas de Crímenes de Estado (MOVICE) 
- Luis Carlos Perez Lawyers’ Collective (CCALCP) 

                                                      

3. In this connection, everyone is entitled, individually and in association with others, to be protected 
effectively under national law in reacting against or opposing, through peaceful means, activities and acts, 
including those by omission, attributable to States that result in violations of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, as well as acts of violence perpetrated by groups or individuals that affect the enjoyment of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms. 


