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Carrera 8 No. 7 – 26 
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4 February 2016 
 
Dear President Santos, 
 
Trespass and burglary of Tierra Digna’s Office in Bogota 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of the Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group (hereinafter, the 
“Colombian Caravana”), a UK registered charity that co‐organises the International Caravana of 
Jurists. During visits to Colombia in 2008, 2010, 2012 and 2014 we called upon the Colombian 
government to protect lawyers’ ability to represent their clients and to refrain from any interference 
in their work in order to comply with Colombian legislation1, and International Law.   
 
The Colombian Caravana members are deeply concerned by a recent trespass and burglary of Tierra 
Digna’s Office in Bogota. Tierra Digna is an organisation consisting of lawyers and other professionals 
dedicated to defending and promoting the rights of victims affected by companies that exploit 
natural resources in Colombia.  
 
Tierra Digna have publicly reported on Wednesday 20 January 2016, that its staff entered their office 
located in Bogota at 9am, to find they had been burgled the previous evening. The assailant(s) 
appear to have stolen a laptop computer belonging to one of the organisation’s founders. This 
laptop contained sensitive information on cases Tierra Digna is working on. Moreover, the 
organisation also reported that even though other computers and valuable objects were accessible, 
the above mentioned computer was the only one that appears to have been stolen  
 
The Colombian Caravana is concerned that this incident could be part of a strategy to disrupt the 
work of  lawyers at Tierra Digna. They reported that this incident took place as the Organisation is 
preparing for: (i) a hearing concerning the coal extraction in Cesar Department by Drummond and 
Glencore; (ii) a Constitutional Court visit to Choco to act upon the violations taking place against the 
Afro-Colombian communities of the Atrato River; and (iii) complying with some requests relating to 
hearings before the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights.  
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 Law 1426 of December 29, 2010. 
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This situation is unacceptable and must be rectified in order to ensure the safety of the staff at Tierra 
Digna, and other lawyers and human rights defenders so that they can continue their important 
work.  
 
In this context, I respectfully remind you of Articles 16(a) and (c), 17 and 18 of the UN Basic 
Principles on the Role of Lawyers (1990).2 
 
We also draw your attention to the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders (adopted by the UN 
General Assembly on 8th March 1999).3 
 
Therefore the Colombian Caravana calls upon you to: 

 make a prompt public statement condemning the aforementioned trespass and burglary of 
Tierra Digna’s office;  

 ensure a full, prompt and impartial investigation into the trespass and burglary of Tierra 
Digna’s office, the findings of which should be made public, with the intention of bring to 
justice those responsible for these crimes;  

 ensure all legal means possible are taken to secure and return to Tierra Digna any 
information that has been taken from the Organisation's computer or eslewhere from its 
office;  

 provide adequate protection to Tierra Digna staff, other lawyers and human rights defenders 
at risk, and the victims they represent, in accordance with their wishes; 

 ensure that all lawyers and human rights defenders are able to carry out their duties without 
fear of intimidation or harassment; 
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 Which state that:  

16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional functions without 
intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; … and ( c ) shall not suffer, or be threatened 
with, prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action taken in accordance with 
recognized professional duties, standards and ethics.  
17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be 
adequately safeguarded by the authorities.  
18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of discharging their 
functions.   
 
3
 Which states at Article 12 that: 

 1. Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to participate in peaceful activities 
against violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms.  
2. The State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent authorities of 
everyone, individually and in association with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto or de 
jure adverse discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or her legitimate 
exercise of the rights referred to in the present Declaration. 
3. In this connection, everyone is entitled, individually and in association with others, to be protected 
effectively under national law in reacting against or opposing, through peaceful means, activities and acts, 
including those by omission, attributable to States that result in violations of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, as well as acts of violence perpetrated by groups or individuals that affect the enjoyment of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms. 
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We shall continue to monitor the developments in this case and we look forward to hearing from 
you regarding the action that the Colombian authorities are taking to protect the lawyers and other 
staff from Tierra Digna. We also request that you keep us updated on the progress in investigating 
the above crime and in bringing the perpetrators to justice. We respectfully ask that the requested 
information is sent to the Colombian Caravana within 28 days. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ms Sue Willman 
Chair, Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group  
 
 
CC:  

 German Vargas Lleras, Vice-President of Colombia 

 Diego Fernando Mora, Director of National Protection Unit in the Ministry of the Interior 

 Eduardo Montealegre Lynett, Public Prosecutor  

 Misael Rodríguez, Public Prosecutor Director of Human Rights and International 
Humanitarian Law  

 Doctor Luis Carlos Villegas Echeverri, Minister of Defence  

 Juan Fernando Cristo, Minister of Interior  

 Yesid Reyes Alvarado, Minister of Justice  

 Alejandro Ordoñez, Procuradoría General de la Nación   

 Jorge Armando Otálora, National Ombudsperson 

 Nestor Fernando Osorio Londoño, Colombian Ambassador, London 

 Mónica Pinto, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the independence of Judges and 
Lawyers.  

 Michel Forst, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders 

 José de Jesús Orozco Henríquez, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights 
defenders at the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights 

 Todd Howland, Representative in Colombia of the Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, United Nations  

 Santiago Canton, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights  

 Peter Tibber, British Ambassador in Colombia  

 Movimiento Nacional de Víctimas de Crímenes de Estado (MOVICE)  

 Colombian Association of Human Rights Lawyers (ACADEHUM) 

 American Bar Association (ABA) 

 Asociación Libre de Abogados (Comité Defensa por la Defensa), Spain  
 Law Society of England and Wales, UK 

 Lawyers for Lawyers, Netherlands 

 Lawyers without Borders, Canada 

 Lawyers Rights Watch, Canada 

 Union Internationale des Avocats, Belgium 


