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Dear President Santos,  

 

The harassment and intimidation of members of the Inter-Church Justice and 
Peace Commission (Comisión Intereclesial de Justicia y Paz) 

As you will be aware, I am writing to you on behalf of the UK members of the 
International Caravana of Jurists. During visits to Colombia in 2008, 2010 and 2012, 
we called upon the Colombian Government to protect lawyers' ability to represent their 
client and to refrain from any interference in their work in order to comply with 
Colombian legislation, and International Law. 

The Colombian Caravana members are deeply concerned by information we have 
received regarding the harassment of four human rights defenders from the Inter-
Church Justice and Peace Commission in Colombia.  

On the night of February 27, José Rocamora was followed by three men when he left 
his home. He escaped into a neighbouring building; outside which the men waited for 
half an hour. During this half hour away from his home, his house was broken into and 
a computer was taken. No other electronic equipment of value was taken. The 
computer stored his investigations into the status of forcible detention and the 
presence of paramilitaries. 

On the afternoon of February 28, Janeth Hernández and Abilio Peña were followed by 
men on motorbikes, before they fled when approached by security. On the same day 
just before 12pm, a man and a woman left a note in Danilo Rueda's postbox which 
read: 'continue messing with the documents and you will die like your father.' This 
came after a warning left at the postbox of the Rueda family home on January 16, 
which contained a warning message that revealed plans for an attack on Mr. Rueda 
and other human rights defenders of the Commission for Justice and Peace. 

We have previously written to you regarding other instances of threats against Mr. 
Rueda (on October 6, 2013 and January 31, 2014, and against other members of the 
Inter-Church Justice and Peace Commission.  



 

We are very concerned that this threat is a consequence of the work of theser human 
rights defenders, specifically their work related to the recent judgment of the Inter-
American Court of Human Rights that the Colombian State should be sanctioned for its 
role in the forced displacement of thousands of Afro-Colombians and the murder of 
Marino López in the Chocó region during the military/paramilitary Operation Genesis in 
1997.  

This situation has serious implications for the rule of law in Colombia and must be 
rectified in order to ensure the safety of lawyers and human rights defenders so that 
they can continue with their important work. In this context, I respectfully remind you of 
Articles 17 and 18 of the UN Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers (1990) which 
state that: 

17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their 
functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities.  

18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of 
discharging their functions.  

We consider that it is vital for the rule of law and the access to justice in Colombia that 
the current climate of impunity with respect to the harassment and intimidation of 
lawyers is urgently addressed. 

Therefore the Colombian Caravana calls upon you to:  

 make a prompt public statement condemning the harassment of the four human 
rights defenders; 

 provide concrete and effective guarantees for the security of the 
aforementioned human rights defenders from the Inter-Church Justice and 
Peace Commission; 

 ensure a full, prompt and impartial investigation into this harassment, and 
previous threats against members of the  Inter-Church Justice and Peace 
Commission with the intention of bringing to justice those responsible for these 
crimes; 

 provide adequate protection to lawyers at risk in accordance with their wishes; 

 ensure that all lawyers can continue their legitimate and peaceful activities in 
defence of human rights without fear of intimidation, harassment and reprisals. 

We will continue to monitor the progress of the investigation into this case and those of 
other at-risk lawyers in Colombia. We also ask that we be kept updated, with respect to 
the extent of progress in investigating the above crimes and bringing those responsible 
to justice.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Professor Sara Chandler 
Chairperson, Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group 



 

 
 
cc:  
- Vice-President Angelino Garzón  
-Andres Villamizar: Director of National 
Protection Unit in the Ministry of the Interior 
-Attorney General’s Office  
 -Daniel Ricardo Silva, Human Rights and 
 Environmental Attaché, Embassy of   
 Colombia, London  
- Asociación Colombiana de Abogados 
Defenmsores de Derechos Humanos 
(ACADEHUM) 
- Comite Ejecutivo de la Abogacia  
 Colombiana                       
  

 
 
- Sarah Smith, Law Society of England  
   and Wales  
- Ms Catalina Botero, Special Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights 
- Gabriela Carina Knaul de Albuquerque  
   e Silva, UN Special Rapporteur on the 
independence of judges and lawyers  
- Margaret Sekaggya, Speical Rapporteur on 
the situation of human rights defenders 
- Lawyers for Lawyers, Netherlands  
- Abogados Sin Fronteras Canada  
 

 
 


