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Dear President Santos  

 

Further threats against Human Rights Defender Ms Diana Montilla (“Ms Montilla”) 

 

I am writing to you on behalf of the UK members of the International Caravana of Jurists. During our 

visits to Colombia, most recently in 2014, we called upon the Colombian Government to protect 

lawyers’ and human rights defenders’ ability to represent their clients and refrain from any 

interference in their work in order to comply with Colombian legislation,1

 

 and international law.  

Having written to you recently about a physical attack on human rights defender, Ms Diana Montilla, 

the Colombia Caravana lawyers are deeply concerned about recent threats made against the same 

individual just days later. 

 

A staunch defender of human rights, Ms Montilla is actively involved in number of cases opposing 

illegal conscription of young people to the national army and is a spokeswoman for the Movement 

of Victims of State Crimes, MOVICE Nariño. Her work includes matters of public importance, such as 

claims against military authorities for arbitrary and illegal detentions.  

 

 

                                                           
1 Law 1426 of December 29, 2010  



 

  
 

On 22 December 2014 Ms Montilla received a text signed off by the paramilitary group “Aguilas 

Negras” which declared her a military target and warned her not to interfere with the work of the 

military. This would in effect require her to cease the work she has been carrying out towards 

freedom for those who have been illegally deprived of it and demanding the continuation of proper 

legal process for the incorporation of the military service. The source of the threat is clear from the 

terminology used and the points made, and the message is damaging to Ms Montilla’s family as well 

as threatening her directly.  

 

We understand that Ms Montilla has been harassed and stigmatised in the past and her residence 

surrounded often by unknown persons and vehicles. The latest threats follow a series of recent 

attacks perpetrated against Ms Montilla and other MOVICE members, including the following: 

x On 13th September 2014, several MOVICE members received emails from the paramilitary 

group “Los Rastrojos” in which they were branded “military targets” and given a deadline of 

15 days in which to leave or face retaliations against themselves and their family members; 

x On 1st October 2014 Ms Montilla, along with three other human rights defenders belonging 

to MOVICE and / or the organisation FUNDEPAZ received text messages to their phone in the 

following terms, all from the same number: 

“We almost annihilated that [human rights] defender, you will suffer the same 

consequences if you continue to fuck with the fucking issue of HP victims and such 

peace / Rastrojos.” 

x On 18th December 2014 at approximately 11am when Ms Montilla walked a few metres 

around the corner from her workplace, a number of unidentifiable people hiding among 

bystanders sprayed a form of liquid against Ms Montilla, burning a large section of her 

clothing and causing her minor burns to her right leg. This suspected acid attack formed the 

main subject matter of our letter dated 23rd December 2014.  

 

As previously noted, we are concerned that these acts of intimidation are being brought against Ms 

Montilla and other human rights defenders in order to deter them from continuing with their work 

and to disrupt progress of cases they are currently engaged on.  

 

We understand that the implementation of protective measures for Ms Montilla has been approved 

by the National Protection Unit (“NPU”), with provision stipulated to include the provision of a 

bodyguard of her choice. Despite this, we have been informed that to date the NPU continues to  



 

  
 

insist on providing Ms Montilla with an unknown state bodyguard to assist her, as opposed to 

allowing her to choose a bodyguard, as she has the right to do. This is an unacceptable situation, 

particularly bearing in mind the previous harassment and stigmatisation Ms Montilla has suffered at 

the hands of state agents. This background justifiably makes it difficult for Ms Montilla to envisage 

her protection being granted by a state-appointed bodyguard, and suggests that such an 

arrangement would fail to provide basic guarantees for her safety.  

 

The current situation faced by Ms Montilla is unacceptable and must be rectified by providing 

effective protection, in order to ensure her own safety and that of her family, and to ensure that she 

and all other human rights defenders can continue their vital work unimpeded by threats and 

intimidation.  

 

In this context, we once again, respectfully, remind you of Articles 16(a) and (c), 17 and 18 of the UN 

Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers (1990).2
 We also draw your attention to the UN Declaration 

on Human Rights Defenders (adopted by the UN General Assembly on 8 March 1999).3

 

 

Therefore the Colombia Caravana calls upon you to: 

x Make a prompt public statement condemning the latest threats against Ms Montilla;  

                                                           
2 Which state that:  
16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional functions 
without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference… and (c) shall not suffer, or be 
threatened with, prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action taken in 
accordance with recognized professional duties, standards and ethics. 
17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be 
adequately safeguarded by the authorities. 
18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of discharging 
their functions. 
 
3 Which states at Article 12 that: 
1. Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to participate in peaceful activities 
against violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
2. The State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent authorities of 
everyone, individually and in association with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto 
or de 
jure adverse discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or her 
legitimate 
exercise of the rights referred to in the present Declaration. 
3. In this connection, everyone is entitled, individually and in association with others, to be protected 
effectively under national law in reacting against or opposing, through peaceful means, activities and 
acts, 
including those by omission, attributable to States that result in violations of human rights and 
fundamental 
freedoms, as well as acts of violence perpetrated by groups or individuals that affect the enjoyment of 
human 
rights and fundamental freedoms. 
 



 

  
 

x Ensure a full, prompt and impartial investigation into the threats against Ms Montilla and 

the lack of proper protection accorded to her, the findings of which should be made public, 

with the intention of bringing to justice those responsible for these crimes. In carrying out 

this investigation it is important that the matter is cross-referenced with the investigation of 

the previous attack against her which we called for in our previous letter and which we trust 

is now underway;  

x Ensure that the Ministry of the Interior and the National Protection Unit fully satisfies its 

duty to properly implement the protective measures it previously granted to Ms Montilla, 

including her right to a bodyguard of her own choice rather than one allocated by the state; 

and 

x Ensure that all lawyers and human rights defenders are able to carry out their duties without 

fear of intimidation or harassment, including by a full and proper implementation of 

protective measure to threatened members of MOVICE and other organisations of human 

rights defenders. 

 

We will continue to monitor the progress of Ms Montilla’s matter, as well as others involving 

members of MOVICE-Nariño and FUNDEPAZ, and we look forward to hearing from you regarding the 

progress of the investigations into this matter and the steps being taken to ensure that adequate 

protective measures are provided.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 

 

Professor Sara Chandler 

Chair, Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group 

 

CC: 

- Andres Villamizar, Director of National Unity Protection of Ministry of Interior 

- La Fiscalia General de la Nacion 

- Vice-President Angelina Garzon 



 

  
- Daniel Ricardo Silva, Human Rights and Environmental Affairs, Emóbassy of Colombia, 

London 

- Abogados por abogados 

- Abogados Sin Fronteras, Canada 

- Associación Colombiana de Abogados de Derechos Humanos (ACADEHUM)  

- Comite Ejecutivo de la Abogacia Colombiana 

- Sarah Smith, Law Society of England and Wales 

- Gabriel Carina Knaul de Albuquerque e Silva, Relatora Especial de las Naciones Unidas sobre 

la independencia de magistrados y abogados 

- Michael Forst, Relator Especial de las Naciones Unidas sobre la situación de los defensores 

de derechos humanos  

 

 


