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6 October 2013 

Juan Manuel Santos Calderon  

President of the Republic of Colombia  

Carrera 8 No. 7 – 26  

Palacio de Nariño  

Bogotá  

Colombia 

 

Dear President Santos,  

 

The murder of lawyer Edison Alberto Molina 

 

As you will be aware, I am writing to you on behalf of the UK members of the International 

Caravana of Jurists. During visits to Colombia in 2008, 2010 and 2012, we called upon the 

Colombian Government to protect lawyers' ability to represent their client and to refrain from any 

interference in their work in order to comply with Colombian legislation, and International Law. 

 

The Colombian Caravana members are deeply concerned by information we have received 

regarding the murder of lawyer Edison Alberto Molina on Wednesday 11 September in Puerto 

Berrio, Antioquia. He was shot by unknown assailants as he was riding home on his motorcycle 

with his wife, who suffered minor injuries. He had just finished presenting his radio program, Legal 

Clinic.  In his program, Molina frequently made allegations of corruption in local government 

departments. 

 

It is deeply troubling to note that, according to information we have received, this is at least the 

twelfth lawyer killed this year in Colombia. I draw your attention to my previous letters of 18 

August, 17 July, 1 July, 15 April and 17 March 2013 which relate to the eleven other lawyers 

murdered in Colombia this year. We would be very grateful for news as to the progress of the 

investigations of the cases listed in our above letters. 

 

We are very concerned because the attacks and murders continue. 

 

There is an alarming pattern emerging, which includes a climate of impunity for those committing 

these crimes. 

 

This situation has serious implications for the rule of law in Colombia and must be rectified in order 

to ensure the safety of lawyers and human rights defenders so that they can continue with their 

important work. In this context, I respectfully remind you of Articles 17 and 18 of the UN Basic 

Principles on the Role of Lawyers (1990) which state that: 

 

17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall 

be adequately safeguarded by the authorities.  

 

18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of 

discharging their functions.  

 

We consider that it is vital for the rule of law and the access to justice in Colombia that the current 



climate of impunity with respect to the murder of lawyers is urgently addressed. 

 

Therefore the Colombian Caravana calls upon you to:  

 

 make a prompt public statement condemning the murder of Edison Alberto Molina and the 

murder of eleven other lawyers this year in the Valle del Cauca region alone; 

 ensure a full, prompt and impartial investigation into these killings with the intention of 

bringing to justice those responsible for these crimes; 

 provide adequate protection to lawyers at risk in accordance with their wishes; 

 ensure that all lawyers can continue their legitimate and peaceful activities in defence of 

human rights without fear of intimidation, harassment and reprisals. 

 

We will continue to monitor the progress of the investigation into this case and those of the other 

lawyers murdered in Colombia. We also ask that we be kept updated, with respect to the extent of 

progress in investigating the above crimes and bringing those responsible to justice.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Professor Sara Chandler 

Chair, Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group 
 
cc:  

-Andres Villamizar: Director of National 

Unity Protection of Minister of Interior 

-La Fiscalia General de la Nacion  

 Comite Ejecutivo de la Abogacia  

 Colombiana 

- Vice-Presidente Angelino Garzón                        

-Daniel Ricardo Silva, Human Rights and 

 Environmental Attache, Embassy of   

 Colombia, London  

 Abogados por Abogados, Netherlands  

- Abogados Sin Fronteras Canadá  

- Asociación Colombiana de Abogados    

  de Derechos Humanos (ACADEHUM) 

 

- Sarah Smith, Law Society of England  

   and Wales  

- Ms Catalina Botero Special Rapporteur for    

   Freedom of Expression Inter-American  

   Commission on Human Rights 

- Gabriela Carina Knaul de Albuquerque  

   e Silva, Relatora Especial de las  

   Naciones Unidas sobre la  

   independencia de magistrados y  

    abogados  

- Margaret Sekaggya, Relator Especial  

  de las Naciones Unidas: sobre la  

  situación de los defensores de  

  derechos humanos 

 
 
 
 
 
 


