
 

 

59-60 Russell Square 
London  

WC1B 4HP 
United Kingdom 

6 October 2013  
Juan Manuel Santos Calderon 
President of the Republic of Colombia 
Carrera 8 No. 7 – 26 
Palacio de Nariño 
Bogotá 
Colombia 

Dear President Santos, 

New threats against lawyers’ organisations CAJAR, the CSPP, the Yira Castro 
Corporation and other members of MOVICE 

I am writing to you on behalf of the UK members of the International Caravana of 
Jurists. During visits to Colombia in 2008, 2010 and 2012, we called upon the 
Colombian government to protect lawyers’ ability to represent their clients and to 
refrain from any interference in their work in order to comply with Colombian 
legislation, and International Law.1  

The Colombian Caravana members are deeply concerned by two serious threats 
against lawyers’ organisations the José Alvear Restrepo Lawyers’ Collective (CAJAR), 
and the Yira Castro Corporation, as well as lawyer José Humberto Torres from the 
Committee for Solidarity with Political Prisoners (CSPP) and members of the National 
Movement of Victims of State Crimes (Movice).   

1. On 10 September, shortly after 5.00pm, a threat was sent from the Los Rastrojos 
National Urban Commands, using the email address restituciontierras@hotmail.com, 
against non-governmental organisations, lawyers collectives, trade unions and 
political parties, accusing them of supporting and working with the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) and the National Liberation Army (ELN) guerrilla 
groups in the Departments of Cesar, Magdalena, Atlántico, Valle del Cauca, Chocó, 
Cundinamarca and Antioquia and the city of Bogotá, under the guise of working for 
the rights of workers and displaced persons. The threat specifically named a number 
of members of Movice, and also lawyers organisations CAJAR, the Committee of 
Solidarity with Political Prisoners (CSPP) and the Yira Castro Corporation. They have all 
been given 72 hours to leave the areas mentioned. 

2. On 24 September, at 10.45 am, a threatening pamphlet was sent as an attachment 
using the email address losrastrojosbarranquilla@gmail.com. This threat, against 
union, social and human rights organisations, stated that Los Rastrojos Urban 
Commands have confirmed the alleged links of these organisations with guerrilla 

                                                      
1 Law 1426 of December 29 2010 
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groups.  The threat specifically named lawyer José Humberto Torres, from the human 
rights organisation, the Committee for Solidarity with Political Prisoners (CSPP),  
Martha Díaz, member of Movice and Director and Legal Representative of the 
Asociación de Familias Unidas por un Solo Dolor (AFUSODO), and several member 
organisations of Movice,   They were declared military objectives and given 24 hours 
to leave the Departments of Magdalena, Bolívar, Santander, Norte de Santander, 
Nariño, La Guajira, Risaralda, Quindío, Meta, Boyacá, Cesar, Cundinamarca, Caldas, 
Tolima, Atlántico, Putumayo, Sucre, Córdoba and Valle del Cauca. 

These two incidents are the latest in a series of threats against CAJAR and Martha Díaz,  
and follow previous threats from Los Rastrojos against members of Movice received 
on 1 and 10 April 2013 and 4, 7 and 30 August 2013, and a threat from Los Rastrojos 
against José Humberto Torres received on 4 August 2013.   

We previously wrote to you regarding CAJAR and José Humberto Torres on 15 August 
2013 expressing our concerns about death threats by the same paramilitary group ‘Los 
Rastrojos’.  We wrote to you on 24 May 2013, 1 February 2013, 14 December 2012 
and 14 September 2012 regarding a series of threats against Martha Díaz.  We have 
also written on numerous occasions regarding threats to members of Movice and I 
refer you to a selection of these letters dated 15 August 2013, 21 April 2013, 31 July 
2012, 20 June 2012 and 2 August 2011.  I draw your attention to our letter dated 31 
July 2012 when we expressed similar concerns regarding death threats to CAJAR and 
other members of Movice.  These threats also accused them of being guerrillas.   It is 
extremely worrying to know that over one year later the same threats and accusations 
are still being made.  It would seem that this is part of a systematic attempt to prevent 
lawyers and human rights workers from carrying out their legitimate work on behalf 
of victims of human rights violations, including displaced communities.   

The fact that these threats continue to be made against members of these 
organisations graphically illustrates that insufficient action is being taken to tackle the 
climate of impunity for those committing these crimes. This situation is unacceptable 
and must be rectified, in order to ensure the safety of CAJAR, the CSPP, the Yira Castro 
Corporation and all members of MOVICE, as well as other lawyers and human rights 
defenders so that they can continue with their important work.    

To rectify this situation it will be necessary to thoroughly investigate and prosecute 
those responsible for these crimes, to implement any necessary protective measures 
in accordance with accurate risk assessments, and to urgently dismantle all 
paramilitary structures which continue to operate within Colombia.  

In this context, I once again, respectfully remind you of Articles 16(a) and (c), 17 and 
18 of the UN Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers (1990). 2  

                                                      
2 Which state that: 
16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional 
functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; … and ( c ) shall 



 

 

We also draw your attention to: UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders 
(adopted by the UN General Assembly on 8 March 1999).3  

Therefore the Colombian Caravana calls upon you to: 

 make a prompt public statement expressing your support for the legitimate 
work of CAJAR and the legal profession and condemning the latest threats 
against CAJAR, the CSPP, the Yira Castro Corporation and members of MOVICE 
and other human rights organisations as a means of providing protection  

 ensure a full, prompt and impartial investigation into the threats against them 
and to make public the findings, with the intention of bringing to justice those 
responsible for the threat; 

 provide adequate protection to CAJAR, the CSPP, the Yira Castro Corporation 
and members of MOVICE and other lawyers and  human rights defenders  at 
risk, in accordance with their wishes;  

 ensure that all lawyers and human rights defenders  are able to carry out their 
duties without fear of intimidation or harassment; 

 urgently dismantle paramilitary structures which continue to operate in 
Colombia. 

 
We will continue to monitor the progress of the investigation into all the above 
threats.  We also ask that we be kept updated in respect of the extent to which 
progress has been made in investigating the above crimes, in bringing those 
responsible to justice and in implementing the necessary protective measures.  

                                                      
not suffer, or be threatened with, prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for 
any action taken in accordance with recognized professional duties, standards and ethics.  
17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they 
shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities. 
18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of 
discharging their functions.  
 
3 Which states at Article 12 that:  
1. Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to participate in peaceful 
activities against violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
2. The State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent 
authorities of everyone, individually and in association with others, against any violence, 
threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary 
action as a consequence of his or her legitimate exercise of the rights referred to in the present 
Declaration. 
3. In this connection, everyone is entitled, individually and in association with others, to be 
protected effectively under national law in reacting against or opposing, through peaceful 
means, activities and acts, including those by omission, attributable to States that result in 
violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms, as well as acts of violence perpetrated 
by groups or individuals that affect the enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 



 

 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
 
Professor Sara Chandler 
Chair, Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group 
 

cc:  
-Andres Villamizar: Director of National Unity 
Protection of Minister of Interior 
-La Fiscalia General de la Nacion  
 Comite Ejecutivo de la Abogacia  
 Colombiana 
- Vice-Presidente Angelino Garzón                        
-Daniel Ricardo Silva, Human Rights and 
Environmental Attache, Embassy of   
Colombia, London  
 Abogados por Abogados, Netherlands  
- Abogados Sin Fronteras Canadá  
- Asociación Colombiana de Abogados    
  de Derechos Humanos (ACADEHUM) 
National Movement of Victims of State 
Crimes (Movice) 

 
Committee for Solidarity with Political 
Prisoners (CSPP) 
- Sarah Smith, Law Society of England  
   and Wales  
- Gabriela Carina Knaul de Albuquerque  
   e Silva, Relatora Especial de las  
   Naciones Unidas sobre la  
   independencia de magistrados y  
    abogados  
- Margaret Sekaggya, Relator Especial  
  de las Naciones Unidas: sobre la  
  situación de los defensores de  
  derechos humanos 
 

- José Alvear Restrepo Lawyers’ Collective  
  (CAJAR) 

 


