
 

 
Señor Alejandro Ordónez Maldonado  
Inspector General (Procurador General de la Nación)  
Cra. 5 No. 15-80  
Bogotá  
Colombia  
       Bogotá, April 23, 2015 
 
 
 

 
 
Alejandro Ordónez Maldonado, Inspector General, 
 
Lawyers without Borders Canada (ASFC) is a non-governmental international 
cooperation organisation whose mission is to support the defence of human rights for 
vulnerable people or groups by strengthening access to justice and the right to legal 
representation. ASFC has been working in Colombia since 2003.  
 
The International Caravana of Jurists was founded in 2008 with the support of a number 
of international organisations, including ASFC, in order to support human rights lawyers 
and defenders and other jurists in Colombia. The members of the Caravana are 
international jurists, who work towards the day when their colleagues in Colombia can 
carry out their work freely and without threats being made against their lives.  
 
During their work, ASFC and the International Caravana of Jurists have received 
information on the current risk situation facing Pablo Segundo Ojeda Gutiérrez, the local 
human rights officer (personero) of Hatonuevo.  
 
We would like to respectfully express our concern for the safety of Pablo Segundo Ojeda 
Gutiérrez, who has received threats of attacks, which affect his freedom to carry out his 
work as a legal professional and his physical integrity. Furthermore, we would like to 
take advantage of the opportunity to highlight the importance of guarantees of due 
process in the current disciplinary investigation that is being carried out against him.  
  
According to the information that has been communicated to us, we understand that: 
 

1. In exercising his powers under his role as a State-employed local human rights 
officer, Pablo Segundo Ojeda Gutiérrez, has been involved as the guarantor of a 
prior consultation process in the Wayuu indigenous territories of El Cerro, 
Rodeito el Pozo and Lomamato. Furthermore, he has been involved in 
supporting the afro-descendant community of Tabaco, who were displaced 
fourteen years ago by a large-scale coal mining project. This support to the 
community has included actions such as a writ for constitutional protection 
(tutela) presented in 2014 before the High Court in the department of La Guajira. 
 

2. Since 2012, Pablo Segundo Ojeda Gutiérrez has reported to the Prosecutor 
General’s Office a number of threats and attempted thefts against him, a series of 
acts which jeopardise his work as a lawyer and his physical integrity, including 
verbal threats, a pamphlet and threatening text messages, sabotage of his email 
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account, being followed by unknown individuals and break-ins into his office on 
two occasions. 
 

3. On October 12, 2014, local citizen Maria Celeste Gomez Lizardo presented a 
complaint against him before the regional Office of the Inspector General 
concerning alleged fraud. Pablo Segundo Ojeda Gutiérrez reported a lack of 
evidence for the complaint, and he believed that it was intended to discredit the 
work that he has been carrying out in his capacity as local human rights officer. 
 

4. Despite the fact that the Public Prosecutor’s Office closed the case against him on 
January 28, 2014, the disciplinary process continues in the Procurator General’s 
Office in La Guajira. In this disciplinary investigation, reference number IUS 
2014-370150, Pablo Segundo Ojeda Gutiérrez has reported irregularities related 
to due process, including the loss of the case file and its irregular reconstruction, 
as well as alleged witnesses who never appeared to testify, meaning that the 
allegations were never confirmed.  
 

5. In September 2013, the National Protection Unit (UNP) determined that Pablo 
Segundo Ojeda Gutiérrez has an extraordinary level of risk due to his work with 
at-risk communities. The UNP therefore offered him a bulletproof vest, a mobile 
phone and visits to his house and office by the National Police; however, these 
measures were subsequently suspended in June 2014.  Pablo Segundo Ojeda 
Gutiérrez believes that the current measures, namely a mobile phone and 
bulletproof vest, are not sufficient considering his level of risk and the work that 
he does as a human rights officer.  

 
We consider that the facts presented by Pablo Segundo Ojeda Gutiérrez represent a 
serious obstacle to his freedom to carry out work as a legal professional. With this in 
mind, ASFC and the International Caravana of Jurists respectfully consider it important 
to recall the commitment of the Colombian State in this matter: 
 
“16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional 
functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; (b) are 
able to travel and to consult with their clients freely both within their own country and 
abroad; and (c) shall not suffer, or be threatened with, prosecution or administrative, 
economic or other sanctions for any action taken in accordance with recognized 
professional duties, standards and ethics. 
 
17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, 
they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities. 
 
18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of 
discharging their functions.” 
 
We believe that the alleged attacks suffered by Pablo Segundo Ojeda Gutiérrez represent 
a serious violation of his right to life and physical integrity, in accordance with articles 2 
and 11 of the Colombian Constitution of 1991, Articles 4 and 5 of the American 
Convention of Human Rights and Article 6.1 of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights. In addition, we believe that the alleged facts represent an obstacle to his 
freedom to carry out work as a legal professional in accordance with Articles 16, 17 and 
18 of the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers. Finally we ask that the disciplinary 
process against Pablo Segundo Ojeda Gutiérrez to comply with the guarantees of due 
process in accordance with Article 29 of the Colombian Constitution of 1991, Articles 8 



 

and 25 of the American Convention of Human Rights and Article 14 of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.  
 
On this basis, we request the following: 
 

1. That the necessary measures are taken to investigate, prosecute and sanction 
those who are responsible for the attacks and threats reported by Pablo Segundo 
Ojeda Gutiérrez in adherence with Colombian law, constitutional guarantees and 
international standards; 

2. That there are guarantees for the security and physical integrity of Pablo 
Segundo Ojeda Gutiérrez, and that he is granted the necessary security measures 
so that he can continue to carry out his work as the local human rights officer for 
Hatonuevo;  

3. That the current disciplinary process against him before the regional Office of 
the Inspector General in La Guajira complies with all the guarantees of due 
process in adherence with Colombian law, constitutional guarantees and 
international standards. 

 
We appreciate you taking the time to read this. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
  
Carolina Pimentel    Professor Sara Chandler  
Lawyers without Borders Canada  Caravana Internacional de Juristas 
 
 
 
Cc:  
Jorge Ignacio Pretelt Chalub, President of the Constitutional Court  
Eduardo Montealegre Lynett, Public Prosecutor  
Guillermo Rivera Flórez, Presidential Advisor on Human Rights 
Todd Howland, Representative of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights  
Carmen Marie Sylvian, Canadian Ambassador in Colombia  
Lindsay Croisdale-Appleby, UK Ambassador in Colombia 
       


