
 

  

 

Colombia Caravana Limited 
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Registered in England and Wales 
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59-60 Russell Square 

London  

WC1B 4HP 

United Kingdom 

17 July 2013 

Juan Manuel Santos Calderón 

President of the Republic of Colombia 

Carrera 8 No. 7 – 26 

Palacio de Nariño 

Bogotá 

Colombia 

Dear President Santos, 

Assassination of the lawyers José Gerley Sánchez Benítez, Fabio Molina 

Velásquez and Alberto Arias Escobar    

I am writing to you on behalf of the UK members of the International Caravana of 
Jurists. During visits to Colombia in 2008, 2010 and 2012, we called upon the Colombian 
Government to protect lawyers’ ability to represent their clients and to refrain from any 
interference in their work in order to comply with Colombian legislation, and 
International Law.  
 
The Colombian Caravana members are deeply concerned by information we have 
received regarding the murder of three further lawyers in the Valle del Cauca region: 
 
- on 16 July, the lawyer Mr. José Gerley Sánchez Benítez, who was 50 years old, was shot 
dead by two unknown assailants at his home in the Los Andes district of Cali. 
 
- on 13 July, the lawyer Mr. Fabio Molina Velásquez, who was 63 years old, was shot by 
an unknown assailant in the Calimio Desepaz district of the city of Cali, and later died as 
a result of his injuries at the Hospital Universitario del Valle. 

 
- on 1 May, the lawyer Mr. Alberto Arias Escobar, 64 years old, was killed by two men 
travelling by motorcycle, who shot him in the head, in the Salesianos area of Tuluá, Valle 
del Cauca. According to reports, he died half an hour later in the San Francisco clinic. 
 
It is of the utmost concern that these three murders raise the number of lawyers killed in 
the Valle del Cauca region, to a total of ten so far this year. I draw your attention to my 
previous letters of 1 July, 15 April 2013 and 17 March 2013 which relate to seven other 
lawyers murdered in Valle del Cauca this year. This situation has serious implications for 
the rule of law in Colombia. 
 
I respectfully remind you of Articles 17 and 18 of the UN Basic Principles on the 
Role of Lawyers (1990). We consider that it is vital for the rule of law and the access to 
justice in Colombia that the current climate of impunity with respect to the murder of 
lawyers is urgently addressed. 
 
Therefore the Colombian Caravan calls upon you to:  
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 make a prompt public statement condemning the murders of José Gerley 
Sánchez Benítez, Fabio Molina Velásquez and Alberto Arias Escobar , and the 
murder of seven other lawyers this year in the Valle del Cauca region alone; 

 ensure a full, prompt and impartial investigation into these killings with the 
intention of bringing to justice those responsible for these crimes;  

 provide adequate protection to lawyers at risk in accordance with their wishes;  

 ensure that all lawyers can continue their legitimate and peaceful activities in 
defence of human rights without fear of intimidation, harassment and reprisals.  

 

We will continue to monitor the progress of the investigation into this case and those of 

the other lawyers murdered in Colombia. We also ask that we be kept updated, with 

respect to the extent of progress in investigating the above crimes and bringing those 

responsible to justice. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Professor Sara Chandler 

Chair, Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group 

 

cc:  
- Fiscalía General de la Nación 
- Procuraduría General de la Nación 
- Defensoría del Pueblo 
 
 

 
- Abogados por Abogados  
- Abogados Sin Fronteras Canadá  
- Asociación Colombiana de Abogados 
Defensores “ Eduardo Umaña Mendoza” 
(ACADEUM)  
- Courtenay Barklem, Law Society of England 
and Wales  
- Gabriela Carina Knaul de Albuquerque e 
Silva, Relatora Especial de las Naciones 
Unidas sobre la independencia de magistrados 
y abogados  
- Margaret Sekaggya, Relator Especial de las 
Naciones Unidas: sobre la situación de los 
defensores de derechos humanos  
 

 

 
 
 
- Abogados por Abogados  
- Abogados Sin Fronteras Canadá  
- Asociación Colombiana de Abogados 
Defensores “ Eduardo Umaña Mendoza” 
(ACADEHUM)  
- Sarah Smith, Law Society of England and 
Wales  
- Gabriela Carina Knaul de Albuquerque e 
Silva, Special Rapporteur on the independence 
of judges and lawyers  
- Margaret Sekaggya, Special Rapporteur on 
the situation of human rights defenders  
 

  

 


