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59-60 Russell Square 
London  

WC1B 4HP 
United Kingdom 

17 March 2013 

Juan Manuel Santos Calderon 

President of the Republic of Colombia 

Carrera 8 No. 7 – 26 

Palacio de Nariño 

Bogotá 

Colombia 

Dear President Santos, 

Continuing murders of lawyers in Cali  

 
I am writing again on behalf of the UK members of the International Caravana of Jurists to 

express our solidarity with the Comite Ejecutivo de la Abogacia Colombia and the Consejo 

General de la Abogacia Espanola which in letters dated 13 March and 8 March 2013 have both 

denounced the lack of effective protection for lawyers in Colombia. We would respectfully 

remind the Colombian Government of their obligations under the UN Principles for the role of 

lawyers signed in Havana in 1990 which says in Article 17 that: 

 

Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they 

shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities. 

 

Despite this obligation to adequately safeguard lawyers in the discharge of their functions, so vital 

to the rule of law, Colombia has seen a wave of murders where 5 lawyers have been murdered in 

the last 5 weeks alone. To the murders on 24 January 2013 of Eduardo Antonio Martinez and his 

son, Daniel Alejandro Almario Calderon, about whom we wrote on 11 February, we must now 

add 3 further murdered lawyers:  Amaury Manuel Sáez Coronado, aged 42, whose body was 

found in Cordoba on Thursday 7 March;  Jorge Iván Gómez Guerrero, who was murdered in 

Cali on 28 February and Jhonny Alberto Balarezo Ortiz, murdered in Florida on the 1 March. In 

fact,as the Consejo General de la Abogacia Espanola says on its web-site, a lawyer in Colombia is 

murdered every 9 days – a terrible reputation for any country to have acquired.  

This systematic undermining of the rule of law by terrorising the profession which is its 

fundamental pillar prejudices the rights of citizens in the country and undermines the efforts of 

your Government to establish effective human rights for Colombians.  
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In their respective letters President Carlos Carnicier Diez of the Spanish Bar and President Jairo 

Enrique Cespedes Espitia of the Comite Ejecutivo of the Colombian Bar have called on your 

Government and the Fiscalia to investigate all these cases of murdered lawyers as an absolute 

priority so that they do not remain in a state of impunity. In addition we would support the call 

of the Comite Ejecutivo that lawyers be given the same protective measures that are given as of 

right to judges.   

The lack of support by the Government for the legal profession as a whole and of human rights 

lawyers in particular has contributed to a situation where they are frequently identified with their 

clients and targeted accordingly. This is again contrary to the UN principles mentioned above 

which require in Article 18 that: Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a 

result of discharging their functions.  

 

Despite our calls for action in our previous letters it is depressing that no full investigation or 

prosecution of any of the cases of murdered lawyers has taken place, so that those who 

perpetrate these crimes with a view to perverting the course of justice still remain in total 

impunity. As long as this state of affairs continues the threats to lawyers and the functioning of 

the justice system can only increase. We will continue to monitor developments in relation to all 

these cases and we look forward to hearing that you have responded positively if not to us at 

least to the Comite Ejecutivo to whom we have copied this letter. 

 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Professor Sara Chandler 
                                                      Chair, Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group 
cc:  
La Fiscalia General de la Nacion  
Comite Ejecutivo de la Abogacia Colombiana 
 

 
- Abogados por Abogados  
- Abogados Sin Fronteras Canadá  
- Asociación Colombiana de Abogados Defensores 
“ Eduardo Umaña Mendoza” (ACADEUM)  
- Sarah Smith, Law Society of England and Wales  
- Gabriela Carina Knaul de Albuquerque e Silva, 
Relatora Especial de las Naciones Unidas sobre la 
independencia de magistrados y abogados  
- Margaret Sekaggya, Relator Especial de las 
Naciones Unidas: sobre la situación de los 
defensores de derechos humanos 

 

 


