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Re: Systematic murder of lawyers and human rights defenders in Cali 
 
 
 
Dear President Santos, 
 
 
I write to you on behalf of the UK members of the International Caravana of Jurists. During our 
visits to Colombia in 2008, 2010 and 2012 and most recently in our letter dated 1 February 
2013, we called upon the Colombian government to protect lawyers. 
 
 
We are very concerned that attacks and murders continue. On 24 January 2013, Eduardo 
Antonio Martinez, aged 59, and his son, Daniel Alejandro Almario Calderon, aged 26, both 
lawyers, were murdered. They were in their office in the Centro Comercial ‘El Bazar’ when they 
were shot in the head at close range. 
 
 
Repeated attacks and assassinations of lawyers in Cali, and Colombia as whole, undermine the 
rule of law and cannot be tolerated.  An alarming pattern has emerged which demonstrate high 
levels of impunity in such cases. 
 
 
We would like to emphasise our concerns about the large number of lawyers that have been 
killed in Cali in recent years. Alejandro Arenas of the Colegiatura de Abogados del Valle stated 
last week that more than 200 lawyers have been killed in the Valle de Cauca in the last 10 
years. In 2012 we wrote to you to request that, in line with Colombian and international legal 
standards, a full investigation and prosecution take place in respect of 8 assassinated lawyers in 
Valle de Cauca, in the period from 11 January to 3 May 20121. As of today’s date, we have 
received no response to this request. 

                                            
1
 Dr Elizabeth Cuellar Quinteros (11.1.12); Braulio Pardo Velasquez (26.1.12); Jorge Humberto Martinez Candamal (13.1.12); 

Richard Edwar Floria Sanchez (24.1.12); Hugo Salazar Hidobro (23.1.12); Amilkar Cruz Mena (26.3.12); Carlos Humberto Libreros 
(25.4.12); Arley Cordoba Hoyos (3.5.12) 
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These recent murders together with the large numbers of such crimes reported by the UN 
Special Rapporteur on the Independence of Judges and Lawyers2 provide further evidence that 
unless decisive action is taken to protect lawyers at risk, and bring those responsible for attacks 
to justice, lawyers in Colombia will continue to be killed. Moreover, numbers of lawyers being 
killed is currently increasing.  
 
 
In this context, I respectfully remind you of Articles 16(a) and (c), 17 and 18 of the UN Basic 
Principles on the Role of Lawyers (1990) which state that: 
 

16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their 
professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper 
interference; … and ( c ) shall not suffer, or be threatened with, prosecution or 
administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action taken in accordance 
with recognized professional duties, standards and ethics.  
17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their 
functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities. 
18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a 
result of discharging their functions.  

 
 
We consider it vitally important that those responsible for these murders are brought to justice 
and wish to be kept informed of the results of the investigations and prosecutions. Continued 
impunity for those responsible for these crimes cannot be tolerated.  
 
 
We therefore respectfully request that: 
 

 you make a prompt and public statement condemning the murder of  lawyers, 
specifically the recent murder of Eduardo Antonio Martinez and Daniel Alejandro Almario 
Calderon; 
 

 we be provided with an update regarding the progress of the investigations relating to 
the above murders, and the murders of other lawyers in Valle de Cauca which we 
highlighted in our letters last year;  
 

 a full, prompt and impartial investigation into the killing of all lawyers and human rights 
defenders under the auspices of the Attorney General, in accordance with principles 9 - 
18 of the UN Principles on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extra-legal, 
Arbitrary and Summary Executions; 
 

 adequate protection be provided to lawyers and human rights defenders in Colombia, 
and particularly across Valle de Cauca, in accordance with their wishes, to enable them 
to carry out their work. 

                                            
2
 The UN Special Rapporteur on the Independence of Judges and Lawyers, reporting to the General Assembly on 15 April 2010, 

stated that there were 334 lawyers killed in Colombia between 2003 and 2009. UN Doc. A/HRC/14/26/Add.2 para. 53,  available at: 
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/judiciary/docs/A.HRC.14.26.Add.2.pdf 

 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/judiciary/docs/A.HRC.14.26.Add.2.pdf
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We will continue to monitor developments in relation to these cases and we look forward to your 
response as a matter of urgency. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Professor Sara Chandler 
Chair, Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cc: 
 La Fiscalía General de la Nación  

 Fabián Ortiz Rosada, Fiscalía, Puerto Tejada, Cauca  

 Colegiatura de Litigantes del Valle 

 Colegiatura de Litigantes de Cali  

 Abogados por Abogados  

 Abogados Sin Fronteras, Canadá  

 Asociación Colombiana de Abogados De Derechos Humanos (ACADEHUM)  

 Bar Human Rights Committee of England and Wales 

 Sarah Smith, Law Society of England and Wales  

 Gabriela Carina Knaul de Albuquerque e Silva, UN Special Rapporteur on the Indpendence of judges and lawyers  

 Margaret Sekaggya, UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders 


