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Juan Manuel Santos Calderón 

President of the Republic of Colombia 

Carrera 8 No. 7 – 26 

Palacio de Nariño 

Bogotá 

Colombia 

                                                                                                     London,  16   November 2012 

Dear President Santos, 

 

Death threats to human rights lawyers Jorge Eliecer Molano Rodriguez and German Romero 

Sanchez   

 

 I am writing to you on behalf of the UK members of the International Caravana of Jurists. During our 
three visits to Colombia in 2008, 2010 and 2012 and in our letters, we have referred to attacks and threats 
against lawyers and the need to bringing those responsible for these crimes to justice. We have been 
informed that on October 10, 2012, Jorge Molano and German Romero have been confronted with new 
and serious threats.  Both men are Bogotá based human rights lawyers defending victims and relatives of 
victims of gross human rights violations, allegedly committed by senior members of the military or  
paramilitary groups. 
 
The latest threats are related to the case against those accused of  the killing of Alex Ramírez and Darvey 
Mosquera.  The Caravana has been informed that they were unlawfully killed by soldiers from the Eighth  
Brigade.  One of the victims is Alfamir Castillo, who is the mother of  Darvey Mosquera.  Immediately 
after the killings and during the course of the trial, the relatives of the victims,   their lawyers and judges 
have been subjected to harassment, intimidation and threats putting their lives at risk. I understand  that  
Mrs. Castillo was  threatened recently on October 10, 2012 in the city of Palmira (Valle del Cauca), while 
she was on her way to the city of Santiago de Cali by public transport. She was approached by a man that 
grabbed her, pressed a gun to her chest and said: “Tell the lawyer that he is going to die and you too”. 
Then the man jumped off the bus and disappeared from the sight of Alfamir Castillo and the other 
passengers. 

 The Caravana has been informed that the person that uttered the above threat against. Alfamir  Castillo 
and her lawyers German Romero  and Jorge  Molano, is the same person that chased Mrs Castillo on 13 
January 2012, when she left the office of the public prosecutor of the region of Valle del Cauca. She was 
there to make a statement about threats she had received. 

Prior to the latest threats, seven members of  the Martires de Puerres Batallion were sentenced to a prison 
term of 43 years for the extra-judicial killings of Alex Ramírez and Darvey Mosquera. It is alarming that 
the latest threats to Alfamir Castillo, German Romero and  Jorge Molano were made 48 hours prior to a 
hearing in the trial of two senior officers of this battalion, Major Josue Yobanni Linares and Captain Julio 
Cesar Alvarez Pedreros. 

We are deeply concerned by the threats and their systematic nature.   Therefore, I  respectfully remind 
you that these threats are  a violation of Articles 16 (a) ,  17 and 18 of the Basic Principles on the Role 
of Lawyers adopted in 1990 by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime 
and the Treatment of Offenders, which state that:  
 
            16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional functions without   
                 intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; …  
           17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be  
                 adequately safeguarded by the authorities.  
            18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of  
                  discharging their functions. 



 
 

Colombia Caravana Ltd. 
59-60 Russell Square, London, WC1B 4HP 

Company No: 07223671  Charity No: 1141255 

E: colombian.caravana@googlemail.com  W: www.colombiancaravana.org.uk  

 

It follows that all governments have an obligation to ensure that lawyers can perform their professional 

functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference. 

 

In accordance with international conventions and national laws of Colombia, I respectfully urge you and 

your government: 

 

 to ensure a full, prompt and impartial investigation into the threats against  Jorge Molano 
and German Romero under the auspices of the Attorney General, the outcome of which 
should be made public; 

 

 to ensure a full, prompt and impartial investigation into the threats against Alfamir Castillo 
and any witnesses or officials connected to this case   under the auspices of the Attorney 
General, the outcome of which should be made public; 
 

 that Jorge Molano and German Romero are afforded the necessary protection, in 
accordance with their wishes, thus  enabling them to carry out their important work; 
 

 to ensure that the necessary protective measures are afforded to Alfamir Castillo and any 
witnesses or officials who are at risk; 

 

We will continue to monitor developments in relation to these cases and look forward to your response 

as a matter of urgency.  

 

 Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Professor Sara Chandler 

Chair, Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group 

cc:  
- Vice-President Angelino Garzón 
- Attorney General, Eduardo Montealegre 
- Ambassador Mauricio Rodríguez Múnera 
   
 

 
- Abogados por Abogados  
- Abogados Sin Fronteras Canadá  
- Asociación Colombiana de Abogados Defensores 
de Derechos Humanos(ACADEHUM)  
-  Sarah Smith, Law Society of England and Wales  
- Gabriela Carina Knaul de Albuquerque e Silva, 
Relatora Especial de las Naciones Unidas sobre la 
independencia de magistrados y abogados  
- Margaret Sekaggya, Relator Especial de las 
Naciones Unidas: sobre la situación de los 
defensores de derechos humanos  

 


