
 

  

 

Colombia Caravana Limited 

Registered at the above address 

Registered in England and Wales 

Company number 07223671 

59-60 Russell Square 
London  

WC1B 4HP 
United Kingdom 

14 September  2012 

Juan Manuel Santos Calderon 

President of the Republic of Colombia 

Carrera 8 No. 7 – 26 

Palacio de Nariño 

Bogotá 

Colombia 

Dear President Santos, 

Death threats towards human rights defenders in the Barranquilla region 

I am writing to you on behalf of the UK members of the International Caravana of Jurists. 

During visits to Colombia in 2008 and 2010, and in our recent visit in August 2012, we called 

upon the Colombian government to protect lawyers’ ability to represent their clients and to 

refrain from any interference in their work in order to comply with Colombian legislation,1 and 

International Law.  

Members of the international legal community are deeply concerned to learn of death threats sent 

to Marta Diaz  who is the director and legal representative of the Asociación de Familias por 
un Solo Dolor, AFUSODO, an organisation for families of victims of extrajudicial killings.  
 
On 30 August at approximately 8pm Ms Diaz received an email stating that she was a 
military target. This same message warned that any agencies supporting her, including 
Colectivo Mujeres al Derecho (ASCOLEMAD), would also be objects of a military target if 
they did not leave Barranquilla immediately. The reason given for such threats was that 
AFUSODO and ASOCOLEMAD were known to be taking actions against the state.  
 

Both of the above organisations have been active in defending human rights and in upholding 

justice and peace in the Caribbean coastal regi on.  

The threats came after the return of the bodies of two young victims of extrajudicial killings, 
whose families are part of AFOSUDO. These killings took place between a series of 
irregularities in the procedure of returning human remains to family members adopted by the 
Institute of Forensic Medicine and the Prosecutor’s Office. These facts forced Marta Diaz to 
request an urgent meeting with the Human Rights Unit of the Prosecutor’s Office, in order 
for the authority to give an explanation for the problems that have been obstructing the 
timely delivery of human remains to their families. In the aforementioned meeting, Luz 
Estella Romero Villalba (a legal representative of ASOCOLEMAD), two mothers of victims, 
a member of the organisation APRODEFA and Marta’s husband were also present.    
 

Only after the meeting and at 6pm on 30th August did a team of officials from the Prosecutor’s 

Office appear to return the bodies of the victims at the Perpetuo Socorro church in Barranquilla. 

                                                      

1
 Law 1426 of December 29 2010. 
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I respectfully remind you of Articles 16(a) and (c), 17 and 18 of the UN Basic Principles on the 

Role of Lawyers (1990)2 and the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders and the UN 

Declaration on Human Rights Defenders (adopted by the UN General Assembly on 8 March 

1999) states at Article 12:3  

The case of Marta Diaz adds to the recent threats, attacks and harassment encountered by 

women human rights defenders in the Colombian Caribbean region. Other incidents include the 

attempted attack on 28th August 2012 against Mayerlis Arteta in San Juan de Nepomuceno and 

the attack on a member of the Fundación Infancia Feliz in Barranquilla which took place on the 

same day. Further concerning cases of harassment are evidenced by the followings against Gilma 

Cervantes (a member of Espacio Multicultural de Mujeres de la Region Caribe), the theft of 

information pertaining to human rights defenders, and the continuous threats received by a large 

number of human rights organisations in the region.             

In light of the above, the Colombian Caravana calls upon you to: 

 Implement as a matter of urgency sufficient protective measures for the above lawyers 

and human rights defenders, in accordance with an up to date risk assessment, taking 

into account the gender of the victims and in accordance with their wishes;  

 Order a full, prompt and impartial  investigation into the threats against the above  

lawyers   and human rights defenders , with the intention of bringing  to justice those 

responsible for these crimes and publish the outcome of these inquiries; 

 Ensure that in the future  the return of human remains is conducted in a timely,  humane 

and sensitive manner in accordance with the correct procedure; 

                                                      

2
 Which state that: 

16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional functions without 

intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; … and ( c ) shall not suffer, or be threatened with, 

prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action taken in accordance with recognized 

professional duties, standards and ethics.  

17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately 

safeguarded by the authorities. 

18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of discharging their functions.  
 

3
 1. Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to participate in peaceful activities against 

violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

2. The State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent authorities of everyone, 

individually and in association with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse 

discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or her legitimate exercise of the rights 

referred to in the present Declaration. 

3. In this connection, everyone is entitled, individually and in association with others, to be protected effectively under 

national law in reacting against or opposing, through peaceful means, activities and acts, including those by 

omission, attributable to States that result in violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms, as well as acts of 

violence perpetrated by groups or individuals that affect the enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
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 Make a public statement in support of the work undertaken by lawyers and human rights 

defenders to help ensure that they can continue their legitimate activities in defence of 

human rights without fear of restrictions and reprisals. 

Caravana members will continue to monitor the developments in this cases we look forward to 

hearing from you regarding the action that you are taking to protect the above victims.  I also ask 

that we be kept updated with respect to the implementation of protective measures, the extent of 

progress in investigating the above crimes and bringing those responsible to justice.   

 Yours sincerely, 

 

Professor Sara Chandler 

Chair, Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group 

cc:  
 La Fiscalia General de la Nacion  
 Abogados por Abogados  
 Abogados Sin Fronteras Canadá  
 Asociación Colombiana de Abogados Defensores 
“ Eduardo Umaña Mendoza” (ACADEUM)  
 Courtenay Barklem, Law Society of England and 
Wales  
 Gabriela Carina Knaul de Albuquerque e Silva, 
Relatora Especial de las Naciones Unidas sobre la 
independencia de magistrados y abogados  
 Margaret Sekaggya, Relator Especial de las 
Naciones Unidas: sobre la situación de los 
defensores de derechos humanos 

 
  

 


