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                                                                                                                 12 August 2012 

Juan Manuel Santos Calderon 

President of the Republic of Colombia 

Carrera 8 No. 7 – 26 

Palacio de Nariño 

Bogotá 

Colombia 

Dear President Santos, 

Re: Further threats and harassment towards human rights lawyer and defenders  

I am writing to you on behalf of the UK members of the International Caravana of 

Jurists. During visits to Colombia in 2008 and 2010, we called upon the Colombian 

government to protect lawyers’ ability to represent their clients and to refrain from any 

interference in their work in order to comply with Colombian legislation,1 and 

International Law.  

The Colombian Caravana members are deeply concerned by harassment human rights 

lawyer Daniel Prody and other human rights defenders from the  Comisión Intereclesial 

Justicia y Paz. 

On Thursday 14th of June, after the Justice and Peace Commission hearing, the human 

rights defence lawyer Daniel Prado, was in the city of Medellin dealing with a case that 

involved the Uribe Velez family. Ex-President Uribe wrote on his twitter account:  

‘Society of lawyers invade prosecution offices with foreign women? To pressure to covert slander to 

truth. Why do they allow it?’ 

Such conduct from an ex-president is totally unacceptable as it tends to undermine the 

valuable work of human rights lawyers and defenders. This is particularly important 

considering the other threats and harassment towards human rights defenders involved 

with the Comisión Intereclesial Justicia y Paz. 

Examples of such incidents include the following:  

On 21 June 2012 a death threat was received on the mobile phone 3176606506, which 

belongs to human rights defenders from the Comisión Intereclesial Justicia y Paz. The 

message stated: 

                                                      

1
 Law 1426 of December 29 2010. 
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" the political line of the Marxist of 'FARC', we will exterminate the indigenous in the valley  

'nomadesc', 'presos politicos', 'ecate', 'cpdh', 'movice', 'cut' are   ideological bodies in rural 

areas/places and in urban areas there is no  up [benefit]  of guerrilla terrorists.....for a Colombia 

'without guerilla war'. Death."    

The fact that the message was sent from mobile number 3153802383 to one of the 

telephones assigned to the Comisión Intereclesial Justicia y Paz by the Protection Unit of 

the Interior Ministry to human rights organisations, suggests that there may have been 

some official complicity in this crime. 

Moreover, during the afternoon of 11th June, a man came in to the headquarters of the 

Comisión Intereclesial Justicia y Paz  in Bogota on three separate occasions. He had 

come to patrol the premises, especially once  selected  members  from the black 

communities of Curvarado had arrived . Among the delegates present were the human 

rights defenders Abilio Pena and Fabio Arizo, who were  preparing  documentation for 

interventions. .   

I understand that since April the level of persecution and hostility has intensified against 

members of the Comisión Intereclesial Justicia y Paz  , namely, Danilo Rueda and 

Alberto Franco, Abilio Pena, Fabio Ariza, and now against the communications team as  

evidenced  in the photographic records at the headquarters of the Organisation  in 

Bogotá. 

 

Caravana members  are extremely concerned that there appears to be an ongoing strategy 

to prevent lawyers and others working to defend human rights at the Comisión 

Intereclesial Justicia y Paz  from carrying out their work.   Moreover, the Protection Unit 

has not given an effective and timely response to the above threats and harassment and 

there has not been a thorough, impartial and timely investigation into these crimes.  This 

situation is unacceptable and must be rectified, in order to ensure the work of all those 

involved in defending human rights at the Comisión Intereclesial Justicia y Paz can 

continue effectively and safely.     

In this context, I respectfully remind you of Articles 16(a) and (c), 17 and 18 of the UN 

Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers (1990)2 I also draw your attention to: UN 

Declaration on Human Rights Defenders (adopted by the UN General Assembly on 

8 March 1999) states at Article 123:  

                                                      

2
 16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional functions without 

intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; … and ( c ) shall not suffer, or be threatened with, 
prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action taken in accordance with recognized 
professional duties, standards and ethics.  
17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately 
safeguarded by the authorities. 
18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of discharging their functions.  

 
3
 1. Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to participate in peaceful activities against 

violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
2. The State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent authorities of everyone, 
individually and in association with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse 
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Therefore the Colombian Caravana calls upon you to: 

 Make a prompt public statement condemning the latest threats and harassment 

against lawyers and human rights defenders associated with the Comisión 

Intereclesial Justicia y Paz   

 Ensure a full, prompt and impartial  investigation into the threats against lawyers,  

human rights defenders from the Comisión Intereclesial Justicia y Paz  with the 

intention of bringing  to justice those responsible for these crimes; 

 Provide adequate protection to lawyers and   human rights defenders at risk from 

the Comisión Intereclesial Justicia y Paz , in accordance with their wishes;  

 Ensure that all lawyers and human rights defenders at the Comisión Intereclesial 

Justicia y Paz justice and Peace Commission are able to carry out their duties 

without fear of intimidation or harassment. 

We look forward to hearing from you regarding the action that you are taking to protect 

lawyer and human rights defenders working with the above Organisation and I also ask 

that we be kept updated, with respect to the extent of progress in investigating the above 

crimes and bringing those responsible to justice.   

 Yours sincerely,  

 

Professor Sara Chandler 

Chair, Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group 

cc:  
-Vice President Angelino Garzón 
- La Fiscalia General de la Nacion  

- Fabián Ortiz Rosada , Fiscalia, Puerto Tejada, 
Cauca  
 

 
- Abogados por Abogados  
- Abogados Sin Fronteras Canadá  
- Asociación Colombiana de Abogados 
Defensores “ Eduardo Umaña Mendoza” 
(ACADEUM)  
- Courtenay Barklem, Law Society of England and 
Wales  
- Gabriela Carina Knaul de Albuquerque e Silva, 
Relatora Especial de las Naciones Unidas sobre la 
independencia de magistrados y abogados  

                                                                                                                                                        

discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or her legitimate exercise of the rights 
referred to in the present Declaration. 
3. In this connection, everyone is entitled, individually and in association with others, to be protected effectively under 
national law in reacting against or opposing, through peaceful means, activities and acts, including those by omission, 
attributable to States that result in violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms, as well as acts of violence 
perpetrated by groups or individuals that affect the enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
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- Margaret Sekaggya, Relator Especial de las 
Naciones Unidas: sobre la situación de los 
defensores de derechos humanos  
 

 


