
 

  

 

Colombia Caravana Limited 

Registered at the above address 

Registered in England and Wales 
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59-60 Russell Square 
London  

WC1B 4HP 
United Kingdom 

31  July 2012 

Juan Manuel Santos Calderon 

President of the Republic of Colombia 

Carrera 8 No. 7 – 26 

Palacio de Nariño 

Bogotá 

Colombia 

Dear President Santos, 

Death threats towards human rights defenders connected with land restitution 

I am writing to you on behalf of the UK members of the International Caravana of Jurists. 

During visits to Colombia in 2008 and 2010, we called upon the Colombian government to 

protect lawyers’ ability to represent their clients and to refrain from any interference in their work 

in order to comply with Colombian legislation,1 and International Law.  

Caravana members are deeply concerned regarding the threats sent on 4 July 2012 to lawyers and 

human rights defenders by a group calling itself the “Army Anti Restitution." Using email address 

antirestitución@gmail.com   

Those threatened include:  members  of the Colectivo de Abogados “José Alvear Restrepo” 
(CCAJAR), Yessica Hoyos and Soraya Gutiérrez, the latter also being Vice-President of 
FIDH, Diego Martinez, executive secretary of the Permanent Committee for the Defence of 
Human Rights (CPDH), Ivan Cepeda, founder of the National Movement of State Crime 
Victims (MOVICE), Jeison Paba, Juan Diaz Chamorro, Pedro Geney, members of 
MOVICE, Franklin Castañeda, president of the Foundation of the Committee in Solidarity 
with Political Prisoners (FCSPP), José Humberto Torres, member of the FCSPP, Gloria 
Cuartas, member of Colombianos y Colombianas por la Paz, Aida Quilcué, High Counsellor of 
the Regional Indigenous Council of Cauca (CRIC), Lilia Solano, President of the Justice and 
Life project and Piedad Cordoba, a former senator of Colombia.  
 
They each received an e-mail with a picture of themselves and a message saying they had become 
military targets. The text of the email stated:"13 guerilleros covered up as Human Rights 
Defenders, 13 military targets. Our armed forces have clear instructions to take care of these 
bastards who want to take the land away from good citizens in order to give it to guerilleros like 
themselves. You are now warned and aware that we have uncovered your plans and those of the 
no less [HP] shitty guerilleros who with the excuse of being Human Rights Defenders try, by the 
means of all kinds of arbitration, to strip of their lands the real owners in order to give them to a 
handful of bastards and sons of bitches guerilleros".  
 
 These threats come at a time when human rights defenders in Colombia are being targeted for 
their work as well as being stigmatized by declarations made by state officials as high as ministers, 
the Attorney General’s Office and the President Juan Manuel Santos himself.  

                                                      

1
 Law 1426 of  2010. 
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The systematic nature of the threats is evidenced by the fact that on 1 June a package    was left 

on the terrace of the house of JOHN DAVID DIAZ, chapter leader of MOVICE Sucre, and son 

of the assassinated mayor of El Roble, Eudaldo Diaz. This package contained ten white candles 

wrapped in paper and tied with tape, and contained a death threat signed by the "Army Anti 

Restitution".   Moreover, according to the newspaper, El Tiempo,   the paramilitary group the 

"Urabeños" act as an anti restitution army in at least seven departments where they have 

presence.  

I therefore respectfully refer you to the Victims Act,2 which   defines victims in   Article 3 as 
people who have suffered harm form intervening to assist victims in distress or preventing 
victimisation. Therefore,   the lawyers and human rights defenders named above who have 
received the threats described, fall within the Acts’ remit. In addition, Article 31 of the Act states 
inter alia, that competent authorities should take protective measures for the victims ...... where 
necessary according to the level of assessed risk for each individual case. Moreover, Article 32.1 
requires protection programs to include measures commensurate with the level of risk to the 
victim before, during and after their participation in judicial or administrative proceedings and 
Article 32.4 stipulates that protective measures should be timely, targeted, appropriate and 
efficient. 
 

I also respectfully remind you of Articles 16(a) and (c), 17 and 18 of the UN Basic Principles 

on the Role of Lawyers (1990)3 and the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders and 

the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders (adopted by the UN General Assembly on 

8 March 1999) states at Article 12:4  

In light of the above, the Colombian Caravana calls upon you to: 

                                                      

2
 Law 1448 of 2011 

3
 Which state that: 

16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional functions without 

intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; … and ( c ) shall not suffer, or be threatened with, 

prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action taken in accordance with recognized 

professional duties, standards and ethics.  

17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately 

safeguarded by the authorities. 

18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of discharging their functions.  
 

4
 1. Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to participate in peaceful activities against 

violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

2. The State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent authorities of everyone, 

individually and in association with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse 

discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or her legitimate exercise of the rights 

referred to in the present Declaration. 

3. In this connection, everyone is entitled, individually and in association with others, to be protected effectively under 

national law in reacting against or opposing, through peaceful means, activities and acts, including those by 

omission, attributable to States that result in violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms, as well as acts of 

violence perpetrated by groups or individuals that affect the enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
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 Implement as a matter of urgency  for the above lawyers and human rights defenders, 

protective measure in accordance with an up to date risk assessment, and their wishes;  

 Order a full, prompt and impartial  investigation into the threats against lawyers   and 

human rights defenders , with the intention of bringing  to justice those responsible for 

these crimes and publish the outcome of these inquiries; 

 Take  the necessary measures to dismantle the paramilitary structures that are identified 

as anti-restoration groups; 

 Order a full, prompt and impartial  investigation with the intention of bringing  to justice  

the promoters and funders of the above paramilitary structures (including any public 

officials); 

 Make a public statement in support of the work undertaken by lawyers and human rights 

defenders to help ensure that they can continue their legitimate activities in defence of 

human rights without fear of restrictions and reprisals. 

Caravana members will continue to monitor the developments in this cases we look forward to 

hearing from you regarding the action that you are taking to protect the above victims.  I also ask 

that we be kept updated with respect to the implementation of protective measures, the extent of 

progress in investigating the above crimes and bringing those responsible to justice.   

 Yours sincerely, 

 

Professor Sara Chandler 

Chair, Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group 

cc:  
- La Fiscalia General de la Nacion  
- Fabián Ortiz Rosada , Fiscalia, Puerto Tejada, 
Cauca  
 

 
- Abogados por Abogados  
- Abogados Sin Fronteras Canadá  
- Asociación Colombiana de Abogados Defensores 
“ Eduardo Umaña Mendoza” (ACADEUM)  
- Courtenay Barklem, Law Society of England and 
Wales  
- Gabriela Carina Knaul de Albuquerque e Silva, 
Relatora Especial de las Naciones Unidas sobre la 
independencia de magistrados y abogados  
- Margaret Sekaggya, Relator Especial de las 
Naciones Unidas: sobre la situación de los 
defensores de derechos humanos  

 


