
 

 

                                                                                                                                  59-60 Russell Square 
London  

WC1B 4HP 
United Kingdom 

                                                                                                                              26 July 2012 

Juan Manuel Santos Calderon 

President of the Republic of Colombia 

Carrera 8 No. 7 – 26 

Palacio de Nariño 

Bogotá 

Colombia 

Dear President, 

Re: Enforced Disappearances  

I am writing to you on behalf of the UK members of the International Caravana of Jurists. 

During visits to Colombia in 2008 and 2010, we called upon the Colombian Government to 

protect lawyers’ ability to represent their clients and to refrain from any interference in their 

work in order to comply with Colombian legislation,1 and International Law.  

We are particularly concerned about the forced disappearances of human rights defenders in 

Colombia. The exact figure of disappeared persons is unknown. According to the Colombian 

Ombudsman’s office, there are 61,604 disappeared persons in Colombia. That means that in 

Colombia 1 in every 750 people are missing.2  

A recent example is that of the human rights defender and peasant leader, Henry Hernan Diaz, 

who disappeared on 18 April 2012. Henry Hernan Diaz is the Vice President of the Peasant 

Association of South East Putumayo – ACSOMAYO, representative of the Bureau of Social 

Organizations in the Department of Putumayo, a member of the Single Agricultural Trade 

Union Federation (FENSUAGRO), and coordinator of the movement of the ‘Marcha 

Patriotica.’ On April 18, 2012, Hernan Diaz Henry led a delegation of more than 200 peasants 

and indigenous people in  Guamuez Valley Township, Putumayo. However, he has not been 

seen since deciding to go to Puerto Vega later that day. 

  

                                                           
1
 Law 1426 of December 29 2010. 

2
 International Office for Human Rights Action on Colombian 

(OIDHACO)http://www.oidhaco.org/?art=1134&title=Europe%20must%20break%20its%20silence%20on
%20Enforced%20Disappearances%20in%20Colombia&lang=en 

http://www.oidhaco.org/?art=1134&title=Europe%20must%20break%20its%20silence%20on%20Enforced%20Disappearances%20in%20Colombia&lang=en
http://www.oidhaco.org/?art=1134&title=Europe%20must%20break%20its%20silence%20on%20Enforced%20Disappearances%20in%20Colombia&lang=en
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We note the steps that the Colombian Government is taking to combat enforced 
disappearances. In particular, we welcome the ratification of the International Convention for 
the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances by Colombia on 11 July 2012. 
We also welcome the fact that enforced disappearance is a criminal offence under Colombian 
Law.  
 
Nevertheless, the Caravana members are also concerned to note that the Colombian 
Government has not yet made a declaration under Articles 31and 32 of the Convention to 
recognise the competence of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances, which monitors the 
implementation of the Convention by state parties.   
 
The decision not to make the declaration is particularly disappointing given the position of the 

Colombian delegation during the negotiation and drafting of the Convention, which together 

with the Group of Latin America and the Caribbean (GRULAC) was one of the key drivers 

for the adoption of this treaty. 

Given the large number of enforced disappearances in Colombia, we join Amnesty 

International, the UN Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, 3 the High 

Commissioner for Human Rights4 and the UN Committee against Torture5 in urging you to 

accept the competence of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances and to use all the 

available measures to tackle the climate of impunity with respect to this horrific crime. 

Moreover, we note that the Colombian Government has not legislated to make disappearances 

that amount to crimes against humanity an offence under national law. Enforced 

disappearance becomes a crime against humanity when such crimes are systematic and 

widespread. The perpetrator however has only to commit one such attack to be such a crime 

but it must be in the context of a widespread or systematic attack and with an awareness of the 

link between his act and the larger attack. 6 

Given that there have been a very large number of forced disappearances in Colombia, we 

think it is vital that you implement all the available measures to tackle the climate of impunity 

with respect to this horrific crime. 

                                                           
3
 Consejo de Derechos Humanos de la ONU, 19 período de sesiones, Report of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary 

Disappearances, Addendum, Missions to Colombia and Nepal: follow-up to the recommendations made by the Working Group, 
documento A/HRC/19/58/Add.4, 13 de febrero de 2012, párrafo 12.  
4
 Consejo de Derechos Humanos de Naciones Unidas, Informe de la Alta Comisionada de las Naciones Unidas para los Derechos 

Humanos sobre la situación de los derechos humanos en Colombia, documento A/HRC/19/21/Add.3, párrafo 60; Consejo de 
Derechos Humanos de Naciones Unidas, Informe de la Alta Comisionada de las Naciones Unidas para los Derechos Humanos 
sobre la situación de los derechos humanos en Colombia, 3 de febrero de 2011, documento de Naciones Unidas A/HRC/16/22, 
párrafo 51; Consejo de Derechos Humanos de Naciones Unidas, Informe de la Alta Comisionada de las Naciones Unidas para los 
Derechos Humanos sobre la situación de los derechos humanos en Colombia, 19 de febrero de 2009, documento A/HRC/10/32, 
párrafo 26 .  
5
 Comité contra la Tortura, Observaciones finales del Comité contra la Tortura: Colombia, 43° periodo de sesiones, 

CAT/C/COL/CO/4, 19 de noviembre de 2009, párr. 17.  
6
 ICTY Prosecutor v Kunarac et al., Appeals Chamber Judgement 12 june 2002 para 5 
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In view of this, Mr. President, I respectfully request that you: 

  Make a  declaration recognising the competence of Committee on Enforced 

Disappearances under Articles 31 and 32 of the International Convention for the 

Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance; 

   Introduce legislation, which makes enforced disappearances that amount to a crime 

against humanity a separate and even more serious criminal offence.  

We hope that, as a sign of commitment of the Colombian State in the fight against forced 

disappearance and the defence and vindication of the rights of victims, our requests will be 

received favourably. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Professor Sara Chandler 

Chair, Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group 

cc:  
- La Fiscalia General de la Nacion  
- Fabián Ortiz Rosada , Fiscalia, Puerto Tejada, 
Cauca  
 

 
- Abogados por Abogados  
- Abogados Sin Fronteras Canadá  
- Asociación Colombiana de Abogados 
Defensores “ Eduardo Umaña Mendoza” 
(ACADEUM)  
- Courtenay Barklem, Law Society of England 
and Wales  
- Gabriela Carina Knaul de Albuquerque e 
Silva, Relatora Especial de las Naciones Unidas 
sobre la independencia de magistrados y 
abogados  
- Margaret Sekaggya, Relator Especial de las 
Naciones Unidas: sobre la situación de los 
defensores de derechos humanos  
 

 


